
MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the planning meeting held on Monday, 11TH September 2017 

at 7pm at the Trap House 
 

164/17: Present: Cllrs N. Hurst (chair), P. Callaghan-Wright, A. Cipriani (from 7.10pm), G. Ford, S. Hemmings, J. 

Molyneux, C. Morriss, A Mylechreest (from 7.25pm), A. Nicholls, S. Waddington, J. Williams (from 7.30pm), two 

members of the public, the clerk, the assistant clerk.  

165/17: Apologies: Cllrs M Beard, J Merrison, R. Nicholas, P. Schwartz. 

166/17: Public questions/participation: A member of the public expressed her concerns about The Crown Inn’s 
prolonged closure and the number of businesses up for sale in the town centre.  She asked about the council’s 
communications with Enterprise Inns and asked if the council would support a community buy-out of the inn by providing 
50% of the costs.  She suggested all community bodies write to E.I. so as to support the council’s enquiries.  Cllr Hurst 
replied that the current position - as the council understood it –was that prospective tenants had been interviewed and 
that at least 1/3 of the necessary works to the building were outstanding; the council last wrote to E.I. in July and 
received a reply in August stating that their intention was to open by Christmas.  He stated that the council was in 
support of a community pub in principle but, at present, The Crown is not for sale. 
 

167/17: Declarations of interest/dispensations: There were none. 
 

168/17:To consider planning applications: 

AMBERLEY 
Application Reference: S.17/1813/HHOLD  
Address: The Stables, Littleworth, Amberley 
Description: Installation of a conservatory                         COMMENT: The council is not happy with the materials being 
proposed but leaves the decision to the conservation officer. 
 

Application Reference: S.17/1858/VAR 
Address: Hill Cottage, Littleworth, Amberley 
Description: Variation of conditions 4 (parking and turning) and 5 (drainage) from permission S.12/2220/COU 
 

BRIMSCOMBE 
Application Reference: S.17/1785/HHOLD   
Address: 2 Hillside Cottages, Walls Quarry, Brimscombe 
Description: Removal of existing 6 x 5 timber shed. Replace with a combined shed and summerhouse.   SUPPORT 
 

Application Reference: S.17/1776/MINAM 
Address: The Beeches, Brimscombe Hill, GL5 2QR 
Description: Minor amendment to S.17/0980/HHOLD Addition of window to north elevation of approved plan. 
 

NORTH 
Application Reference: S.17/1834/HHOLD  
Address: Wasini, Cirencester Road, Minchinhampton 
Description: Construction of a detached office and store.  COMMENT: There was some concern about the 
building’s proximity to the road; it should not be used in the future as a separate dwelling, independent of the 
main dwelling. 
 

SOUTH 
Application Reference: S.17/1660/FUL 
Address: Stables, The Lammas, West End, Minchinhampton 
Description: Alterations to former stables and coach houses to form two holiday cottages and ancillary domestic 
accommodation.  COMMENT: The Parish Council has no objections if the conservation officer is happy. 
 
 



WORKS TO TREES: 
Application Reference: S.17/1831/TPO 
Address: 6, Highcroft, Minchinhampton 
Description: Fell poplar tree, by sections, to near ground level. 
 

Application Reference: S.17/1873/TCA 
Address: The Pool House, Common Road, Hampton Green, Box 
Description: Large apple tree – reduce by 50%; fell approx 8 trees growing by boundary wall; fell lime stem to near 
ground level; fell goat willow to near ground level; large ash tree. 
 
169/17: To receive planning correspondence/notifications including appeals, and decisions at variance with 
council’s recommendations:  

a) S.17/1468/HHOLD – SDC approved prior to the receipt of MPC’s comment. 
b) S.17/1579/DISCON – SDC split decision for consent and refusal (not considered by MPC) 
c) S.16/0127/UNBWK – 35 Beeches Park, Hampton Fields: notification of enforcement action. 

 
170/17: To receive concerns from Cllr Nicholls about the potential loss of commercial premises in 
Minchinhampton town centre. 
This discussion was triggered by the change of use application on Wall’s electrical shop and the possibility of ‘The 
Kitchen’ ceasing to be a café (as it is up for sale).  It was noted that there has been a decline in commercial activity in 
the town centre over the last 30 years, with a shift in high street trading nationally towards out-of-town supermarkets on 
brownfield sites.  Minchinhampton is surviving on ‘niche’ areas like wedding dresses, handbags & speciality cheeses; 
the town lacks a critical mass of shops to bring people here and it was noted that Amberley has also recently lost its 
post office and only shop – though they are looking into the provision of a community shop.  The lack of pub has shifted 
the footfall away from the High Street.  It was felt that Minchinhampton benefited hugely from being near Nailsworth and 
Stroud (compared to some other small towns and villages, like Leighterton, that are nowhere near a sizeable town). 
It was agreed that the High Street situation was a concern; The Crown is listed as a community asset as it is the last 
surviving pub – whereas The Kitchen is not in the same position.  There is a possibility of a wine bar coming to Sophie’s 
and a ‘pop-up pub’ is coming to the Market House soon.   
There is a move to set up a consortium to evaluate The Crown and challenge E.I. on their figures. All agreed support for 
this and thought it was a good idea to bombard E.I. with letters. Cllr Hurst is to invite the consortium representative to 
present the council with a synopsis of her proposal at the October council meeting. 
 

The meeting closed at 8.25pm. 

 

 

 

Signed: …………………………………………………………….. Date: …………………………………… 

 


