
MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 30th October, 2017 

at 7pm at the Trap House 
 

190/17: Present: Cllrs N. Hurst (chair), M. Beard, P. Callaghan-Wright, G. Ford, S. Hemmings, J. Molyneux, C. 

Morriss, A. Mylechreest, A. Nicholls, P. Schwartz, S. Waddington, Gloucestershire County Cllr  R. Smith, the 

clerk, several members of the public. 

191/17: Apologies: Cllrs R. Nicholas and J. Williams. Cllr J. Merrison remained on extended agreed absence. 

192/17: Public questions/participation: Mr J. Hodges referred to the Heritage Strategy for Stroud District and 

asked what specific steps the parish council would be taking to capitalise on its key heritage asset (the Market 

House) to provide economic benefits and wellbeing for the people of the parish? 

Cllr Hurst replied that the issue raised would be discussed by the council and an answer compiled. 

 

Mr T. Mowat drew attention to the Land Registration of the Minchinhampton Market House which was underway 

and which, as agreed, would name the council as custodian trustee. He said the present trust imposed 

unlimited liability (joint and several) on trustees.  For that reason, he said, a majority of the trustees wished to 

create a new trust to replace the old one of 1979. Mr Mowat then asked what structure the council could offer to 

allow this to happen before a bid was made for a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund? 

Cllr Hurst suggested it was for the trustees to insure against liabilities and also believed there were a number of 

formats which a charity could take. Council was reminded by the clerk that it had been agreed a meeting would 

be held with the Market House trustees once the Land Registration was completed. 

 

193/17: Declarations of interest/request for dispensations: None. 

194/17: Minutes: The minutes the council meeting held on 25th September, were agreed with an amendment to 

minute 176/17 which replaced the word “parish” boundary with “settlement” boundary. The minutes of the 

council planning meeting held on 9th October, 2017, were agreed. Both minutes were then signed. 

195/17: Neighbourhood Development Plan: A power point summary of the draft NDP was screened by a lead 

member of its steering group Mr Nigel Stapleton.  The presentation, the culmination of two years’ work by a 

group of parish councillor representatives and volunteers, was intended to guide the decision makers of the 

future. Key points in the NDP journey had included a housing needs survey, a survey for homes and 

businesses, community roadshows and a transport appraisal.  The NDP had since been drawn up and its 

policies compiled. It was ready to be presented to the public at a meeting planned for 25th November, 2017, 

after which the approval of the parish council would be sought. The plan would then be forwarded to the Stroud 

District Council for further approval before a public referendum. 

Councillors asked questions, sought clarifications, and raised issues with and omissions from the NDP which 

had been circulated to them only shortly before the council meeting.   

GC Cllr Smith left the meeting at 7.40pm. 

Mr Stapleton and fellow NDP volunteer Mr Simon Large noted the points raised by council members and it was 

agreed the plan would be refined. It would then be submitted to the council planning meeting on 13th November, 



2017 for endorsement before its release to the public prior to the above mentioned 25th November meeting. It 

was hoped final submission to the SDC might then be after approval at the parish council on 11 th December, 

2017. 

It was further agreed the slideshow would be circulated to all members. Cllr Hurst then thanked all involved for 

their work on the NDP which was a “significant milestone”. 

At this point council agreed item 8d) about the Crown Inn should be brought forward because of its potential 

bearing on the NDP. 

196/17: Crown Inn, Minchinhampton: Cllr Hurst reported his attendance at a meeting of community members 

who were interested in becoming pro-active in relation to the re-opening of The Crown Inn.  Advice had been 

sought from the not-for-profit Pub is the Hub which helped groups considering options for acquiring their “local” 

as a centre for services and activities, including public ownership. Cllr Hurst had also established that the 

council’s previous registration of The Crown as an Asset of Community Value ran for five years until February 

2020, and was renewable.  He had made inquiries with the Public Works Loan Board and about the potential for 

a Compulsory Purchase Order. Cllr Waddington then pointed out the District Valuer would necessarily be 

involved in any potential initiative.   

197/17: County and district councillors’ reports: Stroud District Cllr Hurst drew attention to the Joint Core 

Strategy of the Gloucester, Cheltenham and Tewkesbury councils which set out the thousands of new homes 

needed for their growing populations until the year 2031.  Green belt sites between Cheltenham and Gloucester 

had been identified for the developments which theoretically took the pressure off Stroud.  The SDC was 

continuing its garden waste collection scheme in 2018 at an increased cost of £39. 

198/17: Finance Committee report: A summary of events so far in relation to the Vestry Cottage lease 

renewal had been discussed in detail. It was recommended and council agreed that a new nine year lease be 

offered from January 2018, at £650 pcm and with rent reviews after each three years. 

Fresh information had been received about the Brimscombe play area lease renewal, namely that SDC now 

wished to explore the transfer of the freehold interest to the council for £500, possibly with a dowry to help 

future maintenance, and after surgery to large trees along the north western boundary.  It was recommended 

and council agreed that the potential purchase be considered provided the SDC was prepared to relax 

conditions about the future use of the land for other purposes.  

It had been further agreed the committee should informally meet the representative of the Minchinhampton 

doctors’ surgery to discuss the practice covering the council’s costs in relation to the potential sale of the 

Vosper Field to the GPs. The meeting was scheduled for 6pm on November 20th, immediately before the next 

Finance Committee. All parish councillors were welcome to participate.  

 

Consideration of the 2018-19 budget had begun with an acknowledgement of a likely increase in the precept to 

cover Traffic Regulation Orders, community projects, and replenish balances. 

 

199/17: Reports/updates: a) Graziers’ committee – Cllr Schwartz said the meeting had focussed primarily on 

two matters of major importance to the graziers of both the Minchinhampton and Rodborough Commons.  The 

first was Natural England’s Countryside Stewardship grants which would require more intensive restrictive 

grazing with the aim of improving habitats for endangered plant and animal species. The second was the 



distribution of the Single Farm Payment to individual graziers; b) Amberley phone box library – Cllr Molyneux 

said the project was moving forward. Refurbishment of the phone box had started and it was hoped to complete 

within the £100 grant budget; c) Amberley PO and Community Shop -  Cllr Molyneux reported on a public 

meeting called by residents’ spearheading the initiative.  Over 90 people had attended with 89 per cent of them 

supportive of an option to use premises at the Black Horse pub and to include a PO. Some £16,835 had been 

pledged towards the start-up estimate of around £37,000 and grants and other funding sources were under 

investigation.  

200/17: Traffic matters: Following members’ concern Amey’s area highways representative had written to the 

Ragged Cot Inn giving the business 28 days to alter its outside light. The light, Amey believed, was a safety 

issue at night time when it dazzled drivers travelling from Minchinhampton towards Aston Down. Cllr Morriss 

was further worried that a car park light at the inn caused a similar problem.  His concern would be forwarded to 

Amey.Road closures notified were:  

Burleigh Lane, November 16th-29th, for Openreach works. 

West End, 6th-7th November, for resurfacing 

Hyde Hill, 14th-15th October, vegetation works at rail bridge 

Theescombe Hill to Beaudesert, 24th November, carriageway patching 

New Road, 17th-19th October, hydrant chamber rebuild 

Common Road, Box, 20th-24th November, Openreach works 

 

201/17: Clerk’s report/correspondence: It was agreed to buy a new dog bin for Burleigh, and to possibly re-

site it, after Cllr Mylechreest reported the poor condition of the current bin.   

No councillor was able to accept the Nailsworth and Minchinhampton Youth Partnership’s invitation for a 

temporary deputy for its meetings during Cllr Merrison’s leave of absence.  

A (resident’s) letter was received commenting on The Crown situation. 

Stolen tiles on the Amberley bus shelter had been replaced following a successful insurance claim. 

The Lemon Field was auctioned for sale on October 26th, 2017 but failed to reach its reserve. 

Cobalt News and the CPRE Autumn magazine were received 

Forwarded earlier via e-mail: 

Boatmobility thanks for grant 

GRCC Around Gloucestershire newsletter 

Minchinhampton public toilets power issue resolved 

Gloucestershire Charter Group meeting 

Door Youth Project awards night invitation 

SDC re: potential rises to car parking charges 

Offical launch of Boatmobility Wheelyboat 

SDC re: garden waste bin renewals 

Neighbourhood Warden quarterly report 

GAPTC news 

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust re: Dormice 

Countryside Alliance awards nominations 

GRCC October newsletter 

PCSO Tanya White annual consultation 

GRCC House of Commons Transport inquiry 



GCC Councils Connected 

 

201/17: Council payments: The below invoices were presented for payment. Cllr Ford queried a possible 

double charge for grass cutting from Stroud Living Landscapes. It was agreed he and the clerk would 

investigate the matter with the company before payment proceeded. 

The remainder of the invoices were proposed by Cllr Mylechreest, seconded by Cllr Beard and approved for 

payment:   

A. E. Pash Charitable Trust Fund  £343.02 

L. Taylor and Sons Ltd    £100.00 

A. Bullock     £50.00 

Award Electrical     £98.00 

Abel Alarm Company Ltd   £151.20 

SDC (Neighbourhood Warden)   £1,000.00 

SLCC Enterprises Ltd    £153.60 

Stroud Living Landscapes   £130.00 

MDL Kelex Ltd     £195.00 

GCC (allotments)    £225.00 

Thomson & Partners LLP   £627.90 

Water Plus Ltd     £35.08 

Staffing      £1,796.20 

Softlink Computer Systems Ltd   £14.40 

Stroud Living Landscapes   £260.00 

Royal British Legion    £100.00 

Direct debits: 

Utility Warehouse    £158.28 

The above invoices include VAT where applicable.  Minchinhampton PC is able to reclaim this. 

 

203/17: Councillors’ items for future discussion: Cllr Callaghan-Wright asked that discussion of the future 

trust arrangements for the Market House be placed on the next agenda. 

 

The meeting closed at 9pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: ………………………………………………………….. Date: ………………………………………  


