
MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 26th February, 2018 
at 7pm at the Trap House 

 
Cllr Hurst began by announcing that he had that morning received the resignation of Cllr J. Merrison, due to her 
commitments to both her career and family.  The clerk would begin the process of filling the casual vacancy. 

 
27/18: Present: Cllrs N. Hurst (chair), M Beard, P. Callaghan-Wright, G. Ford, S. Hemmings, J. Molyneux, C. 

Morriss, A. Mylechreest, A. Nicholls, P. Schwartz, S. Waddington, J. Williams, Gloucestershire County Cllr R. 

Smith, Ms E Tattersall, the clerk, one member of the public. 

28/18: Apologies: Cllrs C. Morriss, R. Nicholas, Gloucestershire County Cllr S. Robinson. 

29/18: Public questions/participation:  There were none. 

30/18: Declarations of interest: There were none. 

31/18: Minutes: The minutes of the council meeting held on 29th January, 2018, were proposed by Cllr 

Hemmings, seconded by Cllr Ford and signed.  The minutes of the council planning meeting held on 12 th 

February, 2018, were proposed by Cllr Hemmings, seconded by Cllr Schwartz, and signed. 

32/18: Play areas inspection programme: Cllr Williams had circulated a full report reminding members that 

two years previously the council had taken inspections of the Bulwarks, Box Lane, and Orchard Lane play areas 

“in house” after unsatisfactory and costly performances by contractors. He highlighted the safety and insurance 

reasons for the monthly operational inspections, weekly visual, and annual independent specialist inspections.  

Cllr Williams was grateful for the monthly inspections now conducted by Cllr Nicholls but said that recently 

weekly inspections at Orchard Lane had not complied with the required frequency. He appealed for voluntary 

assistance with the task from fellow councillors. It was agreed a Brimscombe Ward councillor and the assistant 

clerk would be asked if the might help. Cllr Williams and the clerk had further just inspected the Orchard Lane 

area and found works required in addition the approved rolling programme of equipment replacement that had 

begun. Council agreed to replace two goal nets at a cost of £160. The clerk would obtain quotations for three 

new notices, repairs to closures on both gates, and for hedging to be cut back and the site generally enhanced 

by vegetation removal.  Cllr Hurst undertook to research the sale of garages adjoining the play area. 

33/18: The Crown Inn: The voluntary Crown Restoration Group had advised the council it was continuing to 

gather supporters for a community bid to purchase the closed pub. It was also attempting to attract people with 

appropriate experience to be directors of a company, limited by guarantee that it was shortly setting up. Its 

meetings with possible bidders and with those familiar with the pub and hospitality trade continued. A detailed 

questionnaire was being prepared for circulation to residents. Cllr Hurst had inquired with the agent marketing 

The Crown and was advised negotiations, that might take another couple of weeks to finalise, were ongoing 

with one particular party.  

34/18: County and district councillors’ reports: Gloucestershire County Cllr Smith detailed county and other 

funding streams that might benefit Minchinhampton parish including for projects for young people, older people, 

fighting cyber-crime, and re-thinking parks.  The county’s highways contract had been split into three – road 

resurfacing, maintenance including verge cutting and gritting, and design and consultancy including customer 

service. Tarmac had been awarded road resurfacing and the other two contracts had still to be awarded. Cllr 



Waddington enquired about the lengthsman’s scheme and was assured he could compile a to-do list. Cllr Smith 

reported considerable community feeling about dropping the speed limit from 40mph to 30mph in neighbouring 

Chalford. Members were concerned that might increase traffic through Minchinhampton and were assured the 

issue could be addressed during consideration at their next planning meeting of proposed traffic regulation 

orders for speed limits and zones along various roads in Minchinhampton, Nailsworth and Rodborough. 

 

Stroud District Cllr Hurst reported both bids for funding for redevelopment at Brimscombe Port had failed. 

Consultations over the Stroud Local Plan had now been analysed and there was a clear preference for one 

concentrated development rather than several scattered ones.  The district council tax, up 2.99 per cent, had 

been agreed.  Minchinhampton was 14th cheapest of the parishes and towns’ precepts.  SDC had voted to lend 

£2 million at commercial rates to a company intending to redevelop the Merrywalks shopping centre and car 

park. 

 

35/18: GRCC presentation: The GRCC community-led housing enabler for the Stroud District Lois Taylor had 

been expected to give the presentation but was unavoidably detained. Instead Elin Tattersall from the GRCC 

senior management gave an overview of community led housing including community land trusts, self-build, co-

housing and modular building. Questions and answers followed.  Cllr Hurst believed there was an appetite to do 

something in Minchinhampton and looked forward to later working with Ms Taylor. 

 

36/18: Reports/updates: a) Neighbourhood Development Plan - The consultation had closed, comments 

would be considered and a special meeting of the NDP group was about to go through the responses. The plan 

would then be formally adopted by the parish council before it was be forwarded to the SDC in readiness for a 

referendum later in the year; b) Graziers’ meeting – Cllr Schwartz had circulated full written report. It included 

graziers’ concerns that current TB restrictions might mean lower numbers or no cows at all freed to graze the 

commons in May and worries about the use of weedkillers in areas where cattle roamed. A robot machine had 

begun work on scrub clearance; Cows on the Commons meeting - This committee of many representatives of 

interested parties had agreed to continue its work on road/cattle safety on the commons despite the 

redeployment of its chair to other work within the GCC.  A meeting was being organised for the Police and 

Crime Commissioner, highways department, MP(s) and the National Trust Minchinhampton and Rodborough 

Commons Advisory Committee to discuss major changes to the speed limit over the commons; VAS sign – Cllr 

Schwartz said mobile posts on which to locate the vehicle activated sign were being organised.  The clerk 

would obtain police advice about the security of the sign and the possible use of Smartwater for it and across 

the parish. Car rear window stickers urging motorists to “kill their speed and not a cow” had been obtained and 

would be issued around Marking Day.   

 

Cllr Williams left the meeting at 8.30pm. 

 

c) Amberley phone box library - Cllr Molyneux said this had been officially opened by artist Tony 

Meeuweissen. The clerk would check its insurance; d) Parish spring clean – Cllrs Schwartz and Molyneux 

were about to meet with the Neighbourhood Warden to firm up plans for this event; e) Market House – The 

council’s representative on the Minchinhampton Market House Management Committee Cllr Callaghan-Wright 

and the chairman had responded to the committee’s request for meeting. Discussions were fully minuted by the 

assistant clerk and are available on request. It had been agreed that further meetings were required to establish 

a way forward to making an HLF bid later in the year; that the council had £5,000 in its 2018-19 budget for the 



Market House; a formal letter of support should be sent by the council to the MMHMC; and that a working party 

was needed to draw up the scheme and various projects. A draft of the support letter was approved by the 

council. Cllr Ford declared himself opposed to an earlier suggestion that Market House improvements might 

glass in the undercroft. In response Cllr Callaghan-Wright said there was as yet no such plan.  Instead the 

current aim was to sort out basics including the toilet facilities and £17,000 worth of roof repairs without which 

the building might have to close; f) WDP stakeholder meeting -  Cllr Hemmings had been advised of this 

electricity delivery agency’s concerns that fossil fuels were running out and there would in future be a far higher 

dependence on electricity, not least for charging cars; Fastershire roll-out – Cllr Hemmings explained 

Gigaclear’s ultra-fast fibre broadband roll-out and advised residents to visit www.fastershire.com to find out 

more. 

 

37/18: Traffic matters report: The chairman Cllr Hurst and the council’s snow warden Cllr Nicholls met 

Gloucestershire County Cllrs Rachel Smith and Steve Robinson at The Trap House on 19th February, 2018, to 

discuss snow/gritting matters. The clerk and assistant clerk were also present. After a broad ranging discussion 

of the issues parish wide it was agreed GCC highways should be asked to re-categorise Bell Lane and Butt 

Street as primary routes for gritting priority in snow/icy weather.  It was further agreed the grit bin at the back of 

Park Farm should be moved up to nearer the primary school and that a” rotting green box” already by the 

school should be removed.  Cllr Nicholls currently had an adequate supply of bagged salt in his garage, and 

there were further bags at The Trap House. Distribution and spreading of the salt however remained a 

challenge because it was dependent on community volunteers as the parish council did not employ a 

handyman/woman to undertake the work. Cllr Smith said sites for new grit bins had to be assessed but once 

agreed bins would be refilled.  A suggestion was supported that shops in Minchinhampton town centre should 

be given bags of salt to treat the pavement outside their businesses.  A self-help leaflet should be distributed at 

the start of winter 2018 and a similar article placed in Tom Long’s Post.  The area’s new highways manager 

Paul Helbrow was thanked for his responsive attitude.  

Flooding/drainage problems at Forwood Green and Park Farm were both believed to be caused by silt and 

GCC was asked to clear the soakaways.  Broad discussion of the changeover to LED street lights concluded 

the meeting. 

Road closure notices: 

Woefuldane Bottom, February 5th-6th, 2018, telecoms works; Orchard Lane, February 20th, 2018, for bridge 

examination; Scar Hill, February 19th-23rd, 2p018, drain repairs; Hyde Hill, February 19th, 2018, bridge 

examination. 

 

38/18: Clerk’s report/correspondence: A letter has been received from a resident who was asking to lease 

the Vosper Field. 

The council decided to consult the public over the potential lease of the Vosper Field at its Annual Parish 

Meeting on May 20th 

Graffiti at The Bulwarks play area had kindly been dealt with by the SDC Neighbourhood Wardens. 

A flyer from the Minchinhampton Patients’ Participation Group appealing for volunteer drivers was to be 

included in a future Tom Long’s Post. 

Letters of thanks for recent MPC grants have been received from the Brimscombe and Thrupp Social Centre, 

Amberley Parochial School and Minchinhampton with Box PCC and an e-mail of thanks from Minchinhampton 

Sports Association. 

Copies of The Trow and Allotment and Leisure Gardener had been received. 

http://www.fastershire.com/


Forwarded earlier via e-mail: 

Cotswold Boatmobility agm 

Gloucestershire 2050: Big Launch (GAPTC) 

Cotswold Canals Trust Stroudwater sessions 

Prince of Wales opens Wallbridge Lower Lock 

Subscription Rooms consultation 

GAPTC January news 

Stroud Hospitals League of Friends ideas sought 

GRCC Around Gloucestershire newsletter January 

Fastershire broadband meeting Highnham 

SDC recycling calendar 

The Door monthly newsletter 

GCC Council’s Connected January 

Gloucestershire 2050 vision 

Review of Cotswolds AONB Management Plan 

SDC E-news February 

General Aviation Alliance re: Oxford and Brize Norton airspaces’ expansion 

GRCC e-news February 

Crown Restoration Group circular update 

 

39/18: Financial software purchase/council payments: 

As advised at the council’s January meeting the chairman, chairman of the Finance Committee and RFO 

conducted research after identifying a need for greater detail and efficiencies in the keeping of the council’s 

financial records. With that in mind the RFO first surveyed other Gloucestershire town and parish councils to 

gain recommendations of suitable systems. The three shortlisted – Scribe, Edge and RBS Alpha - were all 

specialist council packages. Costs compared over five years (the required length of contract) were approx £348 

per annum for Scribe, £270pa Edge, and £223pa RBS Alpha. Cllr Nicholas and the clerk then visited Bisley-

with-Lypiatt, Nailsworth and Cainscross parish councils to see both the Edge and RBS systems and to gain 

clerks’ opinions at first-hand. On-line demonstrations were then also received from both Edge and RBS before 

the Edge system was selected as the more user friendly.  It was proposed by Cllr Hemmings, seconded by 

Cllr Beard, and agreed that the Edge IT Systems Ltd quotation for its first year’s. hosted services at 

£270 plus VAT, and for initial set-up including six hours on-site training at £908.60 plus VAT be 

accepted in order for the new system to be in place for the start of the 2018-19 financial year. A suggestion 

from Cllr Mylechreest that the training should be split into two three hour blocks would be investigated. 

 

b) Payments of the council: Invoices for the meeting dated 26th February, 2018 

A. E. Pash Charitable Trust fund     £88.83 

Minchinhampton Baptist Church     £30.00 

Minchinhampton Market House     £65.00 

MDL Kelex Ltd       £192.00 

A. Bullock       £45.00 

S. P. Hemmings       £76.91 

Five Valley Signs and Labels     £828.00 



Edge IT Systems Ltd      £1,414.32 

Staffing        £1,770.95 

L. Taylor and Sons Ltd      £50.00     

Direct debits: 

Utility Warehouse      £234.00 

NB: the above invoices include VAT where applicable.  Minchinhampton PC is able to reclaim this.  

Invoices checked by councillor auditor. 

 

40/18: Items for future discussion:  There were none. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………… Date: …………………………………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


