
MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 25th September, 2017 

at 7pm at the Trap House 
 

171/17: Present: Cllrs N. Hurst (chair), P. Callaghan-Wright, G. Ford, S. Hemmings, A. Mylechreest, R. 

Nicholas, A. Nicholls, P. Schwartz, S. Waddington (from 7.20pm), the clerk. 

172/17: Apologies: Cllrs M. Beard, J. Molyneux, C. Morriss, J. Williams, Gloucestershire County Cllrs S. 

Robinson and R. Smith. Cllr J. Merrison remained on extended agreed absence. 

173/17: Public questions/participation: There were none. 

174/17: Declarations of interest/request for dispensations: None. 

175/17: Minutes: The minutes the council meeting held on 21st August, 2017 and of the council planning 

meeting held on `11th September, 2017, were both approved as a correct record and signed. 

176/17: County and district councillors’ reports: Gloucestershire County Cllr Smith had sent a written report 

which had been circulated. It included that planning was in full swing for new highways maintenance contracts 

from 2019, when Amey’s contract expired, drew attention to the closure of Common Road in Box between 20 th-

24th November, 2017, and highlighted an allocation of £5,000 for the division from Children’s Activity Fund.  Cllr 

Smith was also finalising highways local fund allocations and asked that she be made aware of any outstanding 

issues as a further lengthsmen’s week was due in October 2017. 

Stroud District Cllr Hurst reported that a district ward boundary review was back on the agenda; drew attention 

to Local Plan review public meetings and said sites had to be allocated for another 2,500 houses in the district 

wide process.  Included for consideration in Minchinhampton were a site in the AONB north of the existing 

settlement boundary from Blueboys and another south of Cirencester Road more or less opposite the Vosper 

Field.  Minchinhampton’s ongoing Neighbourhood Development Plan process would be able to influence 

potential allocations.  Debate over the future of Stroud Subscription Rooms was continuing and the SDC 

administration was looking to both reduce its workforce over the next four years and to review its waste and 

recycling operation. 

177/17: Expressions of interest in the Vosper Field: A report had been circulated which made clear the 

council owned the Vosper Field, which was bequeathed to it. The report stated the Minchinhampton Surgery 

had asked to negotiate over its interest in acquiring part of the field to enable it to possibly develop a new 

surgery building.  

Another party had also expressed an interest in buying the field and that correspondence was also before the 

meeting. Councillors were reminded that at the council’s August 2017 meeting Dr Tristan Cooper had been 

invited to speak and had said the doctors’ needed to make their bid for funding for the project based on an 

agreement in principle on a site acquisition before the end of September 2017. 

Councillors were further reminded that they had also had a responsibility towards agricultural tenants on the 

field.  

AT THIS POINT THE COUNCIL VOTED UNANIMOUSLY TO PROCEED WITH THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

EXCLUDED DUE TO THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED. 



The council resolved not to sell the freehold interest in the Vosper Field. The contents of letters in reply to both 

the doctors and the other party were then discussed and agreed. 

THE COUNCIL THEN RESUMED IN PUBLIC SESSION. 

178/17: LED lighting roll out in Minchinhampton: Following her attendance at the council’s August 2017 

meeting a resident’s letter had been circulated.  She had written asking the council to form a view as to the 

appropriateness of the GCC’s LED street lighting roll out in Minchinhampton.  Members agreed to note the 

writer’s concern and concluded they awaited the GCC’s outcome with interest. 

179/17: Finance Committee report/recommendations: Cllr Nicholas, the committee’s chairman, reported that 

a quotation to supply and install replacement equipment at the Brimscombe Play Area had been accepted in 

principle in the sum of £2,965. It would only be enacted once the renewal of the lease for the play area was 

agreed with the Stroud District Council which owned the site. Negotiations and discussions had continued about 

the Vestry Cottage lease renewal. The two quotes required by the council’s insurers had been received for the 

repair of the stolen Amberley bus shelter tiles. Budget  2018-19 discussions had begun with a suggestion that 

reserves might be raised to £30,000 – equivalent to half a year’s spending – which would require a £6 rise per 

average Band D household. Potential future projects including the Market House and Traffic Regulation Orders 

might be in addition to that increase. Grants of £50 to Boatmobility and £250 to Box Village Society were 

agreed. The clerk’s salary was revised in line with the current NAPTC and SLCC agreement. 

180/17: Updates on: a) Neighbourhood Development Plan – There had been no further meeting; b) 

Amberley phone box library and Amberley PO and Community Shop – In Cllr Molyneux’s absence the 

clerk reported the former phone box now belonged to the council, had been insured, and awaited volunteers’ 

efforts to convert it. A meeting was planned shortly about the closed PO and shop, and the community led 

initiative(s) to replace them; c) Minchinhampton Market House including request for a meeting – Cllr 

Callaghan-Wright reported on the Market House committee’s August 23rd meeting when a new booking 

secretary had been welcomed.  The Appeal Fund stood at circa £32,000 and the General Fund at circa 

£20,000.  Guttering replacement, a new sound system and re-decoration of all public areas had been 

discussed, a school for home educated children was to use the building.  The MMHMC was proceeding to 

register itself as owners of the building with Land Registry. with the council as custodian trustees.  There had 

been a fact finding visit to Dursley Town Hall; The MMHMC had asked for a meeting which council agreed 

should be after completion of the Land Registry matters; d) Vestry Cottage lease – The latest letter received 

from the Diocese of Gloucester, about the structure of the lease ownership, would be circulated. The clerk 

would compile and circulate a summary of correspondence so far; e) MARCAC/Cows on the Commons – Cllr 

Schwartz said the National Trust’s Minchinhampton and Rodborough Commons Advisory Committee had been 

sympathetic but had concluded no premises would be allowed to be built on the common for a replacement 

Amberley shop. The vehicle group was to prevent grassland erosion at the top of Brimscombe Hill. The 

MARCAC was aware of a travellers’ problem and was considering licensing commercial dog walkers on the 

common.  The public meeting was likely to be repeated in May 2018, graziers had won their long battle for 

additional payments, and highways were to fund the final cattle grid at The Tabernacle. The Cows on the 

Commons committee was aware cattle deaths due to collisions with traffic were at their lowest for a long time. 

The Vehicle Activated (warning) Sign was progressing; f) The Crown Inn – Cllr Hurst had been invited to a 

meeting called for October 4th, 2017, by an unofficial group of residents’ interested in the inn’s ongoing closure.  



It was proposed by Cllr Mylechreest and agreed that a letter asking for help with the issue should be sent to MP 

Geoffrey Clifton-Brown. 

181/17: Traffic matters: Hyde Hill would be closed at the railway bridge from 23.00 hours on October 14th until 

06.00 hours on October 15th for Network Rail works. West End would be closed 6th-7th November, 2017 for 

GCC/Amey resurfacing. 

Following completion of The Park car park extension council was asked to consider the introduction of new 

Traffic Regulation Orders to enable restricted parking on streets in central Minchinhampton. Such new limited 

waiting was expected to encourage residents and long stay parkers to use The Park, thereby freeing up the 

High Street and similar for more casual visitors to stimulate visits to local businesses.  These potential TROs 

were originally before the council some considerable time ago but were postponed pending the completion of 

The Park extension. The map of those original proposals was available. Former Gloucestershire County 

Councillor Stan Waddington, a member of the parish council, had advised the likely cost of TROs might be 

around £10,000 which will be a consideration when the council set its budget.  

A Brimscombe Hill resident has written enquiring whether any further consideration has been given to the 

“excessive” speeds on the hill since last year’s monitoring by police.   

 

182/17: Clerk’s report/correspondence: The council’s annual return 2016-17 had been approved, returned by 

the external auditors and published as required.  

The assistant clerk was conducting a review of the council’s policies as part of her ongoing CILCA training.  

Council therefore formally adopted three draft policies, which had been circulated. They were revised Standing 

Orders, and new Equality and Diversity and also Lone Working policies. 

Correspondence: 

Gloucestershire Police acknowledgement of second Amberley bus shelter tiles theft 

Besbury Park resident re potential purchase of Vosper Field 

Cotswolds Conservation Board Annual Review and Cotswold Lion magazine 

Forwarded previous by e-mail: 

GCC parish newsletter August 17 

Bisley-with-Lypiatt PC re “dark” village 

Gloucestershire Parish and Town Chartered Group meeting 

GAPTC re: CIL charging schemes 

GAPTC  autumn training programme 

Stroud CAB AGM invitation 

The Door monthly update 

GCC re: adult learning opportunities 

Museum in the Park exhibition 

Cotswold Canals Stroudwater Sessions 

Countryside Alliance 2017 awards 

SDC September e-news 

Stroud Ambitions employment initiative 

GRCC September newsletter 

Berkeley NPS determination 

 



183/17: Council payments: Cllr Ford proposed, Cllr Hemmings seconded and the below list of invoices was 

approved for payment: 

A. Bullock       £40.00 

D. P. Merrett      £759.00 

D. P. Merrett      £308.60 

John Freshwater     £87.90 

Stroud District Council (FOI)    £300.00 

PATA (UK)      £45.00 

Hart Plumbing and Heating    £168.68 

MDL Kelex Ltd.      £198.00 

National Allotment Society    £66.00 

Cotswold Canals Trust     £25.00 

Award Electrical      £130.00 

Stroud District Council (dog bin emptying)  £47.88 

A.R. Daniels and Co. Ltd    £50.00 

Staffing       £1,770.95 

Boatmobility      £50.00 

Box Village Society     £250.00 

 

Direct debits: 

BT (broadband)      £138.60 

BT (phone)      £158.06 

Utility Warehouse (aug)     £165.72 

 

NB: The above invoices include VAT where applicable.  Minchinhampton PC is able to reclaim this. 

 

184/17: Councillors’ items for future discussion: Cllr Mylechreest raised the poor condition of the dog bin at 

Burleigh. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.10pm. 

 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………….. Date: …………………………………………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


