
 

MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, March 21st, 2016, 

 at 7pm at the The Trap House. 

 

57/16: Present: Cllrs N. Hurst (presiding), P. Callaghan-Wright, G. Ford, S. Hemmings, G. Lloyd, 

S. Morgan, C. Morriss, A. Mylechreest (from 7.20pm), R. Nicholas, A. Nicholls, P. Schwartz, J. 

Williams, Gloucestershire Rural Community Council Rural Housing Enabler Mr M. Hutchings, the 

clerk. 

58/16: Apologies: Cllrs M. Beard, S. Waddington. 

59/16: Public questions: There were none. 

60/16: Declarations of interest: There were none. 

61/16: Minutes:  The minutes of the council meeting held on February 29th, 2016, were approved as 

a correct record and signed.  The minutes of the council planning meeting held on March 14th, 2016, 

were amended due to an inaccuracy pointed out by Cllr Morgan.  At minute 53/16, application 

S.16/0032, the change of use was amended to read from B8 to D2. These minutes were then 

proposed by Cllr Hemmings, seconded by Cllr Williams, and signed. 

 62/16: Housing and Planning Bill presentation: Mr Hutchings was welcomed by the chairman 

and thanked for his attendance to speak about the impact of the bill and its impact on affordable 

housing. The bill’s proposals included an extension of the definition of affordable housing to include 

a wider range of low cost home ownership. The government’s priority was to encourage ownership 

of starter homes by offering a discount of 20 per cent on open market value to first time buyers aged 

under 40 and with a maximum joint gross income of £80,000 per annum. Mr Hutchings gave median 

income figures for the Stroud District compared to the general UK and presented house prices in 

Minchinhampton before explaining how much people needed to buy outright compared to buying a 

starter home.  Details of his presentation were circulated to councillors as a printed handout.  An 

electronic version was also to be forwarded later.  Questions and discussion followed. 

63/16:  Neighbourhood Development Plan: Previously circulated notes of the Minchinhampton 

NDP interim steering group meeting on March 7th, 2016, were taken as read. The group, which 

included councillors from the five council wards and residents, was planning the public launch of the 

NDP at Minchinhampton Market House on April 4th, 2016. 

64/16: Letter from Minchinhampton GPs: A letter from Dr David Pouncey from The Surgery in 

Bell Lane, Minchinhampton, had been previously circulated.  It formally confirmed the doctors’ 

interest in basing their bid for funding for a new surgery on the council owned Vosper Field.  It also 

stated that the doctors would be keen to enter into a conditional contract for the purchase or lease of 

the land as soon as possible.  Discussion concluded that the land, or a portion of it, would only be 

made potentially available on a leasehold basis and at a normal commercial rate. The council would 

also make clear it reserved the right to comment freely on any possible future planning application 



on the site.  The possibility of the involvement of the National Trust as owners of some verges along 

Cirencester Road, where the Vosper Field was situated, was noted. 

65/16: Market House HLF bid: A second letter had been requested by the Minchinhampton Market 

House Management Committee in support of its bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund and other grant 

providers in connection with its proposals to revitalise the historic and iconic building for the benefit 

of the community into the 21st century. Cllr Callaghan-Wright, the council’s representative on the 

MMHMC, explained the council’s earlier letter of support had been viewed as too detailed.  All that 

was sought at this stage was support for applications for funding to further investigate potential 

improvements to the Market House. He stressed there was not currently a discussion about the details 

of various proposed modernisation solutions. It was agreed to send a second letter of support, which 

would first be circulated to all councillors for approval. 

66/16:  County and district councillors’ reports: Cllr Nicholas reported on behalf of 

Gloucestershire County Cllr Waddington that there were no plans to close the Forest Green 

Children’s Centre, as had been suggested by a neighbouring town council.  Cllr Waddington had 

£10,000 to spend in the parish under a Highways Local fund and requested ideas for suitable works 

from council members. Cllr Hemmings placed on record that Cllr Waddington had toured three sites 

including Scar Hill and Brimscombe Hill which the local highways manager would now inspect. 

Stroud District Cllr Hurst did not give a report due to forthcoming district elections. 

67/16: Updates on: a) Box Woods – Cllr Hemmings reported progress in the Box Village society’s 

purchase of the woods from the Novalis Trust after constitutional issues had been resolved to the 

satisfaction of the vendors; b) Lovell’s development - Cllr Nicholas was forthright in his 

dissatisfaction with Stroud District Council progress over reinstatement of walls and boundaries at 

Old Common.  The problems were now being compounded by tenants and owner occupiers 

personalising their boundaries. It was agreed Stroud District Cllr Hurst would take the matter up with 

the district chief executive; c) Cows on the Commons meeting -  Cllr Schwartz listed safety 

measures to be taken before the next cattle grazing season and highlighted some reluctance on the 

part of Gloucestershire Highways to agree to any further discussion about several traffic related 

matters.  These included the re-design of the Aston Down roundabout which in its current form was 

believed to be encouraging traffic to travel through Minchinhampton and across the commons 

instead of along the main A419.  The clerk was instructed to write to county highways about the 

issue.  An automatic Number Plate Recognition camera had been used by neighbouring Rodborough 

Parish Council but speeding motorists were not being prosecuted.  Cllr Williams was concerned by 

the high running costs of the ANPR; d) Minchinhampton and Rodborough Commons Advisory 

Committee – Cllr Schwartz said 500 cows were again expected to be released onto the commons on 

and after Marking Day on May 13th, 2016; e) The Park car park - Feedback was still awaited from 

informal consultations with the MRCAC and both the Rodborough and Minchinhampton graziers’ 

committees about the council’s proposal to extend the Bell Lane car park. 

68/16: IT issues: a) Windows 10 security issue – Cllr Morriss thanked Cllr Hemmings for a 

thorough analysis of matters that had concerned him.  Cllr Morriss was now satisfied with the 

explanations received; b) Council website and back-up arrangements – Cllr Hemmings reported 

that the Stroud District Council were withdrawing their free hosting of parish and town council 



websites including the Minchinhampton Parish Council site.  He and the assistant to the clerk had 

begun investigating alternative website providers.  Since significant costs might be incurred Cllr 

Hemmings proposed a working party be set up to look into the alternatives, obtain quotations and 

make a recommendation to the council.  Cllrs Williams and Nicholls volunteered to join the working 

party.  Cllrs supported Cllr Hemmings’ proposed back-up solution and also a suggestion that the 

council utilise a gov.uk website address especially reserved for local authorities. 

69/16: Traffic matters: Knapp Lane, Brimscombe was closed on February 29th for about three 

weeks for urgent repairs to a failed retaining wall. 

Cllr Waddington had been informed that the water flow on Brimscombe Hill was water coming from 

a manhole cover that serviced a soakaway. The long spell of rain meant the soakaway wasn’t coping. 

There would be investigation of a pipe coming out of the manhole which didn’t seem to be 

connected to anything. In the longer term it was proposed to install a drain line from the manhole to 

Cooper’s Yard where there was a positive drainage system.  

Cllr Morriss added that a kerb cleaner had unearthed a drain which also offered a solution to the 

same problem. 

Burleigh Lane was to be closed for half a day on April 28th, 2016 for BT ducting works. 

70/16: Clerk’s report/correspondence: An advertising flyer was received offering commemorative 

medals for the Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations. 

GCC consultation on its Rural Strategic Estate Plan (sent as MPC are allotments’ tenants) 

GAPTC: Call for resolutions for AGM in July 

A Rodborough driver was advised that a prankster must have placed one of Cllr Williams’ 

considerate parking notices on the driver’s car in Rodborough. 

A Beeches Park resident with issues surrounding the Minchinhampton Rugby Club development was 

put in touch directly with the club’s Director of Development. 

PCSO Tanya White was permitted to use the Trap House for a public consultation session. 

Forwarded previously via e-mail: 

Nailsworth Town Council re: Children’s Centre closure   

GPFA newsletter 

The Door monthly update 

GAVCA bulletin 

GRCC Heathwatch Gloucestershire Domiciliary Care event 

Winston’s Wish: Making Memories 

Parliament Children’s Centre: MP visit 

Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum March 24th, 2016 

Neighbourhood Warden’s February report 

Cotswold Canals: e-news March 

Minster PC petition re: planning decision appeals 

National Allotments Society newsletter 

GCC Councils Connected March 2016 

SDC e-news March 

GCC consultation re: Reshaping Services for Families with Young Children (powerpoint) 



Cllr Mylechreest was unhappy with the volume of circular e-mails forwarded each month by the 

clerk.  It was agreed the chairman and clerk would propose a system to make such mailings more 

efficient. 

 

71/16: Council payments: 

The below list of council payments were proposed by Cllr Ford, seconded by Cllr Morriss, and 

approved.  

Stroud Cleaning and Maintenance Services    £88.00 

PATA (payroll)       £45.00 

MDL Kelex Ltd       £202.00 

SDC (Vestry rates)       £174.24 

James Wilkinson       £450.00 

Hampton Electrical       £231.01 

James and Owen Ltd       £36.33 

Wages         £1,572.99 

Minchinhampton Market House Trust    £50.00 

GK Joinery Ltd       £80.40 

John Bloxsom        £750.00 

A and T Beecham       £230.00 

Simply Stone        £450.00 

Direct Debits: 

BT (broadband)       £109.80 

BT (phone)        £122.22 

Utility Warehouse       £186.95 

Cheque no. 003387 for cash for £50.00 dated 7/3/16 was authorised by the chairman and the 

chairman of the Finance Committee, in accordance with Financial Regulations, to enable the council 

to have a petty cash fund. (This follows the end of the green garden bags scheme). 

NB: The above invoices include VAT where applicable.  Minchinhampton Parish Council is able to 

reclaim this. 

 

72/16: Councillors’ items for future discussion: Cllr Morriss would present an allotments’ report 

at the April meeting.  The contractors responsible for the Burleigh bus shelter path works would be 

chased by the clerk. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed: …………………………………………………………. Date: …………………………….. 

 

 

 

    


