
MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the meeting of the Finance Committee of Minchinhampton Parish Council held on 
Monday, 23rd April 2018 at 7pm in the Trap House. 
 
1. Present: Cllrs R Nicholas (Chair), G Ford, S Hemmings, N Hurst, A Mylechreest, the assistant clerk. 
 

2. Apologies: There were none. 
 

3. Public questions/participation: There were no members of the public present. 
 

4. Declarations of interest: There were none. 
 

5. Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting held on March 19th were approved as a correct record and 
signed. 

 

6. Report on the meeting with the Minchinhampton Market House Committee: A discussion was 
held about the recent response from the MMHC with regard to the provision of £5000 that was made 
in MPC’s budget.  It was felt that there has been a misunderstanding on the part of the MMHC as to 
how the council’s finances are operated – and that the £5000 needs to be applied for/drawn down as 
and when it is needed by the MMHC; this money has not actually been ring-fenced for the Market 
House.  It was agreed that no further action is needed on this matter at present. 

 

7. a) Vestry Cottage Lease: nothing to report.  
b) Brimscombe play area: Cllr Hurst reported that the lease on the play area has not yet been re-
signed by MPC and so he felt that any responsibility for the necessary tree works lies with SDC;  Cllr 
Mylechreest stated that this might not be the case. It was agreed that Cllrs Nicholas and Hurst will 
make a decision on how to progress with the work to the trees and will contact SDC to enquire why 
no response has yet been received from them – bearing in mind they declared this work to be urgent 
in February. 
 

8. Rolling capital projects programme:  A discussion was held as to the merits and disadvantages of 
having such a programme. Cllr Hurst referred to the NDP which has a table of the projected spending 
over the next 10 years.  It was agreed that the idea of a rolling capital projects programme should be 
adopted. 
 

9. Clerk’s report: The chairman and vice-chairman, in consultation with Cllr Mylechreest, agreed to 

appoint one of three solicitors, recommended to them by the council’s land agent, to represent the 

council in the matter of the potential lease of the Vosper Field for a new doctors’ surgery 

development.  It was noted that the doctors have not appointed a solicitor yet, so it is all currently 

on hold. 

The council’s computer installation/servicing company Softlink have confirmed the Brother laser 

printer in the office has reached the end of its life.  They advise the remaining HP colour inkjet 

printer is likely to also soon to become obsolete. (In addition it is very expensive to run) Softlink 

have recommended a single A4 laser colour replacement for the pair which is expected to cost 

around £200 and which Softlink can install. It was agreed to proceed with this and look into 

installing a printer which can print double-sided. 
 

The clerk and assistant have continued their training by beginning reconciliations using the new 

Edge financial software.  The training has been very beneficial. 

 



A formal complaint has been made by the clerk to Barclay’s about their incorrectly addressing Pash 

cheques to Minchinhampton Parish Council.  The complaint has been upheld but is still being 

progressed to a satisfactory conclusion. 
 

Qwertyop, suppliers of the council’s new logo and headed notepaper etc, have submitted a £160 

(no VAT) quote for the monthly printing of slightly less than 2,000 copies of Tom Long’s Post. The 

current printer charges just under £200 a month.  It was agreed to continue to use MDL Kelex but 

mention to them that a cheaper quote has been received. 

10. To consider a) the adoption of a grants policy: This was agreed.  Cllr Nicholas showed one he 
has acquired from Nailsworth and the assistant clerk has a draft policy that will be considered; b) 
Minchinhampton Youth Centre had requested £624 towards its summer outdoor education 
programme of sailing and similar activities at South Cerney. A grant of 50% of this was agreed. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………  Date: ………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


