
MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 29th April, 2019 

at 7pm at The Trap House 

 

Before the start of formal business the chairman acknowledged the hard work of former assistant clerk Angie 

Ayling during her time at the council and presented her with farewell gifts of a bouquet and wine, and also a 

thank-you card.  

 
81/19: Present: Cllrs N. Hurst (chair), P. Callaghan-Wright, A. Cipriani (from 7.55pm), G. Ford, S. Hemmings, J. 
Molyneux, C. Morriss, A. Mylechreest, A. Nicholls, L. Reid, P. Schwartz, S. Waddington, J. Williams, the clerk.  
 
82/19: Apologies:  Cllr M. Beard, Gloucestershire County Cllrs S. Robinson and R. Smith. 
 
83/19: Public questions/participation:  There were none. 

84/19: Declarations of interest/dispensations: Cllr Morriss declared an interest in item 12, the list of council 

payments, and took no part in it as one remittance was to his wife. 

85/19: Minutes:  The minutes of the council planning meeting held on 8th April, 2019, were proposed by Cllr 

Morriss, seconded by Cllr Waddington and approved. The minutes of the council of 25th March, 2019, were 

proposed by Cllr Morriss, seconded by Cllr Williams and approved. 

86/19: County and district councillors’ reports: Stroud District Cllr Hurst drew attention to the Local Plan 

Review during which there had been a tour of the primary sites including two in Minchinhampton.  Members’ 

views were at variance with officers’ opinions primarily about land at Whaddon near Gloucester.  

A planning application for infrastructure only was expected for Brimscombe Port. 

87/19: Albert Road Playing Field lease: Following discussion it was resolved to accept the six year lease, 

ending in 2025 of the playing field off Albert Road in Brimscombe that was offered by Stroud District Council 

subject to final approval by Cllr Mylechreest. 

88/19: Boundary reviews: Stroud District Council Community Governance Review Draft Recommendations 

had been circulated. The review was of parish electoral arrangements throughout the district including the 

boundary with the Brimscombe Ward of Minchinhampton in Brimscombe and Thrupp, and also the boundary in 

the Amberley Ward of Minchinhampton with Houndscroft in Rodborough.  After debate it was agreed to support 

the recommendations a) that no change was made at Brimscombe and Thrupp at this stage of the review, 

although it was suggested that that be reviewed at the final stage having regard to any comments received on 

the draft recommendations, and b) that the Rodborough boundary be realigned to transfer 16 properties at 

Houndscroft to the Amberley Ward of Minchinhampton. 

89/19: Traffic and Parking Advisory Committee recommendation re: Lemon Field: The committee meeting 

on 1st April, 2019, had received letters from the owner of the Lemon Field, from the council to the owner, and a 

reply to the council from the owner.  The agent was in discussion about the potential sale of the land with two 

interested parties and had inquired as to the council’s definitive position. 



Following debate the committee had recommended the council should attempt to acquire the Lemon Field for 

community purposes with financial support from the Public Works Loan Board. The potential for community 

uses including limited landscaped car parking, a garden/park, and children’s play area were all discussed.  

Uses would have to be explored and third party conversations were expected including about licensing access 

to adjoining properties which might derive value. It was also agreed the Lemon Field owner’s agent would be 

advised of the council’s serious interest in buying it. 

An offer by the council was later refused by the agent. A meeting between the council chairman and the agent 

was arranged for 30th April, 2019. 

Cllr Reid was supportive of the recommendation and imagined a biodynamic woodland on the field for 

community use. Cllr Williams agreed with the potential for community benefit. Members were reminded the 

Lemon Field had previously been marketed for £150,000 but had failed to sell. 

 

AT THIS POINT DUE TO THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF FINANCIAL MATTERS TO BE DISCUSSED 

COUNCILLORS VOTED TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC. (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

 

Debate continued during which the amount of the council’s rejected offer to the agent was mentioned and 

possible future uses for the Lemon Field were explored. Members also requested a site visit be arranged to the 

Lemon Field. Council then agreed the possibility of it acquiring the Lemon Field should be kept on the table, 

subject to matters including the obvious necessity for a future public meeting. 

 

THE COUNCIL THEN RESUMED IN PUBLIC SESSION. 

 

90/19: Reports on: a) Cycle group meeting – Cllr Morriss had attended this meeting which had continued to 

explore the creation of a commuters’ cycle track along the main A419 between Stroud and Chalford. This 

however prompted concern among some councillors that the track would divert traffic increasing vehicle 

volumes along the spine road over the common through Minchinhampton; b) Cows on the Commons 

Committee – Cllr Schwartz’s report had been circulated. It highlighted measures planned for the coming 

grazing season aimed at preventing accidents between cars and cows. They included new metal warning signs 

with a variety of messages, and plans for an increased police presence.  Police were also interested in the 

longer term in pursuing a variable speed limit for the commons of 30mph in the summer; c) Dartmoor Rural 

Roads Group – Cllr Schwartz drew attention to the work of this group which was tackling the issue of animal 

accidents on its roads, as were campaigners in the New Forest National Park.  A useful suggestion was that a 

national group should be formed covering all areas in the country with open grazing so that information and best 

practice could be shared; d) Commons Graziers – The graziers discussions had tried to balance their 

responsibilities as caretakers of the Great Park with their wish to be helpful to community events like Cogfest 

and the circus.  The National Trust, at the graziers’ request, were to issue a formal request to The Chine School 

to stop parking on the common.  The majority of graziers had still to undergo TB testing before they would know 

whether they would be able to release their animals onto the commons for the season beginning on May 13th, 

2019. 

 

91/19: Traffic matters: Stroud District Road Safety Group had requested a one-off £250 contribution for the 

council to become an Associate Member of the group which was progressing three projects.  Members agreed 

to the payment. The projects were a Rural Multi-Site Traffic Road Safety Order that would share the cost of 



implementing reduced speed limits in numerous councils across the district including in Minchinhampton on the 

common (including Culver Hill), on New Road to the Weighbridge, and through Crackstone; SDRSG was further 

working to reduce risks to pedestrians at Vulnerable Road User sites it had identified; and was also seeking, 

with match funding from GCC Highways, to acquire two Mobile VAS systems that would be available to borrow 

for use within Minchinhampton.  

Temporary road closures: 

Theescombe Hill to Beaudesert 29th April-1st May water main repair; 

Outside Amberley School from Culver Hill to church, and 60m Culver Hill, 4th and 5th May, 12.30-17.30, 

Amberley School cow hunt; 

Cuckoo Row 15th-18th April, overhead cables and tree works; 

Pines Road to Littleworth, Amberley, 6th-23rd April, water main works; 

 

92/19: Clerk’s report/correspondence: The deadline had passed for there to be an election to fill the 

Amberley Ward vacancy so the council moved to co-option arrangements. A sub-committee of Cllrs Hurst, Ford, 

Reid, Molyneux and Williams was appointed to shortlist candidates from their electronic applications and to 

recommend three possible councillors who would then be invited to attend and listen to a future meeting. 

A switch of energy provider to the council was then discussed. Cllr Hemmings, chairman of Finance Committee, 

gave a presentation on the issue, cost comparisons were screened and council supported his recommendation 

that the council change from its current supplier Utility Warehouse to Bulb with an expected saving of around 

£800 a year. 

Attention was drawn to the Stroud District Council’s current consultation on its Housing Strategy, which had a 

deadline for comments of 2nd May, 2019. Details were available at: /www.stroud.gov.uk/council-and-

democracy/about-the-council/have-your-say/consultations/draft-housing-strategy-2019-2024 and members 

urged to send their views individually. 

An update had been received from the Stroud District Council about its Neighbourhood Warden Service.  

Minchinhampton was now served by newly appointed warden Chris James who had accepted an invitation to 

speak at the forthcoming Annual Parish Assembly. 

Letters of thanks for recent grants were received from Minchinhampton Youth Club, Minchinhampton Market 

House Management Committee and Minchinhampton Sports Association. 

E-correspondence: (can be forwarded on request) 

GRCC e-news April 19 

Stroud District Joint Cluster Group postponed 

Critic of SDC £5 Future High Street fund 

Glos Wildlife Trust re wilder Gloucestershire 

Minchinhampton Life newsletter April 19 

Stroud Fruit Exchange 

GCC Councils Connected 

SDC re: ecological survey of Summersfield Road site 

The Door monthly update 

NHS Long Term Plan 

Amberley Shop on the Common update 

Hinkley C Power Station consultations x two 

Correspondence: 

CPRE Gloucestershire Spring magazine and AGM agenda, invitation and annual review 



 

93/19: Council payments: The below payments were proposed by Cllr Williams, seconded by Cllr Schwartz 

and approved:  

Invoices: 

A. Bullock     £50.00 

A. Ayling     £32.70 

Came and Company    £2,539.10 

Stroud Living Landscapes   £360.00 

RMC Gas Services Ltd    £132.00 

Cleeve Fire Protection Ltd.   £90.00 

MDL Kelex Ltd.     £198.00 

Gloucestershire County Council (allots)  £225.00 

Staffing      £1,867.94 

J. A. Barber (staff gift exps)   £14.85 

L. Taylor and Sons Ltd (petty cash)  £50.00 

Softlink Computer Systems Ltd.   £84.00 

J. E. Morriss     £25.00 

(Gloucester Street Forge Ltd, playground gate repair, £0.00)  

Direct debits: 

Utility Warehouse    £405.47 

NB: The above invoices include VAT where applicable.  MPC is able to reclaim this. 

 

94/19: Councillors’ items for future discussion: Cllr Molyneux was concerned about road verge damage in 

the aftermath of water main works through Amberley. She would be advised by the clerk where best to direct 

her complaint(s). 

 

The meeting closed at 8.40pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: ………………………………………………………………….. Date: …………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


