
MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 24th June, 2019 

at 7pm at The Trap House 

 

Cllr Nicholls, who took the chair due to the absence of both the chairman and vice-chairman, first welcomed two 

candidates for the vacant Amberley Ward seat to the meeting. 

 

122/19: Present: Cllrs A. Nicholls (chair), M. Beard, C. Callaghan-Wright, G. Ford, J. Molyneux, A. Mylechreest 

(from 7.25pm) L. Reid, P. Schwartz, S. Waddington, J. Williams, Gloucestershire County Cllr S. Robinson, the 

clerk, prospective Amberley Ward co-optees Ian Bailey and Ashley Smith, one member of the public, the clerk.  

 

123/19: Apologies: Cllrs S. Hemmings, N. Hurst, C. Morriss, Gloucestershire County Cllr R. Smith. Absent: Cllr 

A. Cipriani. 

 

At this point Cllr Ford expressed displeasure at the continued absence of one of the Stroud District Councillors 

for Minchinhampton Cllr Dorcas Binns. 

 

124/19: Public questions/participation: Mr Colin Cole introduced his planning application S.19/1018/HHOLD 

at Park House, Burleigh, which was on the agenda for consideration later in the meeting. He explained why the 

application had been made and emphasised he had taken into consideration everything said by the Stroud 

District Council planning authority.  The development would not be visible from any neighbour or the road.  Mr 

Cole stressed how timescales imposed on consideration of the scheme, which had meant MPC considering it at 

a general meeting instead of is planning meeting, were entirely the responsibility of the SDC. 

 

125/19: Declarations of interest/requests for dispensations: There were none. 

 

126/19: Minutes: The minutes of the annual council meeting held on 20th May, 2019, were proposed by Cllr 

Williams, seconded by Cllr Schwartz, approved and signed as a correct record.  Cllr Williams then requested 

that in future when confidential items were discussed confidential minutes should be taken (for circulation 

among only members).  The minutes of the council planning meeting on 10th June, 2019, were approved by 

general agreement and signed. 

 

127/19: County and district councillors’ reports: Gloucestershire County Cllr Robinson reported that he has 

bought five days of Lengthman’s duties so if there were any small jobs that needed to be done in Amberley he 

should be told.  For the new civic year he was a member of the Police and Crime Panel and of Adult Social 

Care and Communities.  Visits to the new incinerator were being arranged. The clerk was instructed to enquire 

of fellow county Cllr Smith whether she too had bought Lengthman’s’ time.   

 

128/19: Consideration of: a) Albert Road Playing Field lease – Reply awaited from SDC; b) Commission 

for Dark Skies report – This had been circulated for study and discussion, was proposed by Cllr Williams, 

seconded by Cllr Reid and adopted as council policy.  Cllr Nicholls urged its inclusion in a future redraft of the 

Neighbourhood Development Plan.  An article informing residents would be placed in the council’s Tom Long’s 

Post newsletter with particular reference to householders and businesses taking it into consideration when 



installing exterior lighting; c) Implementation of Neighbourhood Development Plan – Members favoured the 

establishment of an NDP implementation committee once the process was finally formally ratified by the Stroud 

District Council. 

 

129/19: Annual Internal Audit and Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2018/19: The internal 

auditor’s report was received before the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31st March, 2019, 

was confirmed. This was followed by approval of the Accounting statements for 2018/19. All three documents 

are attached. 

 

130/19: Planning application S.19/1018/HHOLD Park House, Burleigh, GL5 2PH, single storey side extension – 

NO OBSERVATIONS. 

 

131/19: Finance Committee report/recommendations: The committee had discussed the possibility of 

applying for Public Works Loan Board funding to buy the Lemon Field.   

The meeting was advised the council had now switched to Bulb as its electricity supplier to save money, 

following work by Cllr Hemmings. He and Cllr Waddington continued to investigate the re-wiring/replacement of 

The Trap House heaters. It was agreed to appoint an outside consultant to draw up the specification for the Bell 

Lane car park phase two works as, due to pressure of work, Cllr Hurst had been unable to do it. 

A quotation for £1,240 for rebuilding part of the Vosper Field wall was accepted. A grant request from 

Minchinhampton Country Fayre remained under consideration. 

 

132/19: Traffic and Parking Advisory Committee report/recommendations: Representatives of 

Minchinhampton Academy had attended requesting new Traffic Regulation Orders to tackle safety issues 

caused by poor parking outside the school and were offered support by Gloucestershire County Cllr Smith, who 

was also present.  Later in the meeting a consensus was reached that a single carriageway in Bell Lane with 

passing places and an extended disabled access width pavement might be a way forward. It was further agreed 

to ask the SDC to remove the Friday Street car park 23 hour waiting restriction to encourage residents to take 

their vehicles off the High Street and encourage shoppers/visitors. 

133/19: MARCAC report and Great Park proposals: Cllr Schwartz highlighted points from her report of the 

Minchinhampton and Rodborough Commons Advisory Committee which had been circulated. Increasing 

commuter traffic pressure on the commons’ spine road was to be discussed at a meeting in the autumn.  A 

second release of cattle meant the full number had now been freed to graze for the season; of especial 

importance was the graziers’ position statement, also circulated, about use of the Great Park and its protection 

from vehicles.  

134/19: Traffic matters: The closure for Severn Trent’s water main works of footpath MMH/34 near Golf 

Course Road by the reservoir had been extended until January 2020 because the works were still incomplete. 

Brimscombe Hill would be closed from 13th-15th August for Severn Trent Water works. 

135/19: Clerk’s report/correspondence: During liaison with Gigaclear about the location of a fibre broadband 

box at Hampton Green it was revealed that the green, and probably also Forwood Green, seemed not to be 

registered as in the council’s ownership.  At the chairman’s instruction solicitors were asked to investigate and 

their initial report is awaited. 



Ongoing repairs to council notice boards have progressed to refurbishment of the lower Brimscombe board, 

near the school which leaves outstanding for re-varnishing the boards near Brimscombe Church, at Burleigh, 

and Hampton Fields. 

A list of tasks suitable for a Leyhill working party was compiled. It included weeding West End, cutting back 

overhanging bushes down Longfords Lane verges, repainting cattle grid posts, weeding outside the allotments 

around the wall, repainting sign posts. 

Discussion began of a suitable memorial for Roy Nicholas, who had been a member of the council for 50 years 

before his death in January 2019.  Cllr Waddington undertook to first raise the idea with Cllr Nicholas’ daughter 

and Cllr Callaghan-Wright to talk to the community library with which Cllr Nicholas had been involved. 

Cllr Reid’s support for provision of electric car charge points was then discussed before it was agreed to liaise 

with Gloucestershire County Cllr Smith on the issue. Cllr Nicholls’ idea for a community litter pick was 

adjourned, and Cllr Molyneux had progressed the provision of a dog refuse bin at Beaudesert with the National 

Trust. 

It was agreed candidates for the vacant Amberley Ward seat on the council would be interviewed at 7pm and 

7.15pm before the council’s planning meeting on 8th July, 2019. 

E-Correspondence: (All available on request from the clerk) 

Around Gloucestershire Volunteers’ week 

Chartered Parish and Town Council meeting 

The Door future events 

Consultation on SDC street trading policy 

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust WILD month 

GCC children’s services Ofsted 

Gliding championships notification 

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust bulletin 

GRCC June newsletter 

Hinkley Point C cooling consultation 

Home-Start annual report 

Invitation to GAPTC agm 

Joint Parish Cluster meeting 

June newsletter Minchinhampton Life 

The Door monthly update 

CCB re: mowing verges 

SDYTC anti-bullying project 

The Door volunteering opportunity 

 

136/19: Council payments: Cllr Williams proposed and Cllr Waddington seconded the below list of council 

payments: 

Invoices: 

2Commune Ltd      £564.00 

A. Ayling      £22.00 

J. Wilkinson      £70.00 

PATA       £46.35 



G. Ford       £35.74 

L. Taylor and Sons Ltd     £50.00 

A. Bullock      £55.00 

Staffing       £1,888.60 

Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association  £50.00 

Direct debits 

BT       £354.49 

Utility Warehouse (May)     £273.05 

Utility Warehouse (June)     £1,214.43 

NB The above invoices include VAT where applicable.  MPC is able to reclaim this 

 

137/19: Councillors’ items for future discussion: There were none. 

 

138/19: CONFIDENTIAL: a) Vosper Field and b) Lemon Field.  The clerk offered brief verbal updates on each potential 

land deal which were considered confidential due to the sensitivity of negotiations. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.25pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………………… Date: …………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


