
MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of the Finance Committee of Minchinhampton Parish 

Council held on Monday, 15th July, 2019, at 7pm at The Trap House. 

10: Present: Cllrs S. Hemmings (chair), P. Callaghan-Wright, G. Ford, N. Hurst, A. Mylechreest, A. 

Nicholls, the clerk. 

11: Apologies: None. 

12: Public questions/participation: None. 

13: Declarations of interest: None. 

14: Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 17th June, 2019, were unanimously agreed and 

signed. 

15: Update on Trap House electricity provision: Cllr Hemmings reminded members the council had 

saved money when it changed electricity supplier at the end of April. At that time investigations had 

also revealed that the existing night storage heaters in the Trap House were very badly wired.  They 

had therefore been switched off, pending their potential replacement, and staff instructed to use an 

electric fan heater as needed in the interim.  Options for alternative heaters were being investigated 

and proposals would be put to a future council meeting.  The unused Trap House gas meter had been 

removed resulting in a further cost saving.  

16: RFO’s report: A price was being obtained for repairs to the roof of The Trap House. This followed a 

recent serious ingress of rainwater and an inspection by the chairman of the parapets, stonework etc. 

The mild steel cabinet containing the defibrillator on the Bell Lane toilets wall had rusted.  The assistant 

clerk had provided comparisons of the cost of re-painting/repairing/replacing it.  After discussion the 

committee recommended the purchase of a Polyethylene, low voltage, Shockbox DS2, locked version, 

for £525 plus delivery and VAT (VAT reclaimable). Quotations for its installation would be obtained from 

the Community Heartbeat Trust’s recommended installer and from a competent local electrician. The 

assistant clerk was also to ask if the new cabinet came with any guarantee. 

A reclaim for £2,000.08 VAT had been submitted to HMRC for 2018-19. 

The council’s Treasurer’s Account had reconciled at £79,715.50 at the end of May, the last month for 

which bank statements had been available.  That figure, however, included £24,000 “left over” from last 

financial year which was earmarked towards the Bell Lane car park phase two along with the current 

year’s £24,000. It also included £5,000 which has since been transferred to the reserves (Business 

Bank Instant) account as per the council’s budget. 

A financial budget comparison for the year up until 30/06/19 was attached. 

A training was being organised on a Friday morning ASAP for Cllrs Hemmings and Nicholls and the 

assistant clerk to undertake an introduction to the council’s Edge Financial software and for the clerk to 

take part on a refresher basis. 

17: Grant request: Further information requested by the committee from applicants the 

Minchinhampton Country Fayre had not yet been received. It was decided to carry the matter forward to 

only one more future meeting. 



 

Cllr Hurst joined the meeting at this point. 

18: Lemon Field: Cllr Hurst reported that the District Valuer had declined to assist the council after its 

decision to attempt the purchase of this field.  An independent chartered surveyor had therefore been 

approached to help and had offered to do the background work pro bono with his further services at 

£160 per hour plus VAT and expenses. This was acceptable to the committee which would however 

request an assessment of progress when expenditure reached £750.  

The meeting closed at 7.50pm. 

 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………. Date: ……………………………………… 

 

 

 


