
 

MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 29th July, 2019 

at 7pm at The Trap House 

 

Cllr Hurst first welcome newly co-opted Cllr A. Smith to his first full council meeting. 

 

150/19: Present: Cllrs N. Hurst (chair), M. Beard, P. Callaghan-Wright, G. Ford, S. Hemmings,  C. 

Morriss,  A. Mylechreest (from 7.15pm) A. Nicholls,  P. Schwartz, A. Smith, J. Williams, Gloucestershire 

County Cllrs S. Robinson and R. Smith, the clerk.  

 

151/19: Apologies: Cllrs J. Molyneux, L. Reid, and S. Waddington. Absent: Cllr A. Cipriani. 

 

At this point Cllr Ford again expressed displeasure at the continued absence of one Stroud District 

Councillor for Minchinhampton Cllr Dorcas Binns. 

 

152/19: Public questions/participation: There were none. 

 

153/19: Declarations of interest/requests for dispensations: There were none. 

 

154/19: Minutes: The minutes of the council meeting held on 24th June, 2019, and of the council 

planning meeting held on 8th July, 2019, were widely approved and signed. 

155/19: County and district councillors’ reports: Cllr Smith, whose report had been circulated, 

highlighted her support for the “call in” of the proposed closures of the Southfields and Wyatt House 

care homes on the grounds of procedural irregularities and insufficient consultation. The suggested 

closures had caused a great deal of distress to staff, residents, and their families.  The meeting to 

discuss the call in of the GCC cabinet decision would be at 10am on 13th August at Shire Hall. Cllr 

Smith further drew attention to her efforts around local highway and road safety issues including an 

offer for residents to be trained to carry out speed patrols. 

Cllr Robinson’s report had also been circulated. He similarly drew attention to the situations at 

Southfields and Wyatt House and also drew attention to the doubling in cost of highways improvements 

since the new contractor Ringway had taken over from Amey. 

Stroud District Cllr Hurst reported that boundary reviews in the area, and also the Minchinhampton 

Neighbourhood Development Plan, had both been approved by the SDC.  He then expressed his 

displeasure at the SDC adoption of the Unite Construction Charter which had led to his resignation from 

the Brimscombe Port project. 

156/19: Consideration of: a) Albert Road Playing Field lease – It was widely agreed Cllr Hurst as 

chair and Cllr Hemmings as vice-chair should sign the council’s new lease of the field from the SDC. 

Each signed the document, witnessed by the clerk, as was required. It was then to be returned to SDC 

to be executed and one copy returned; b) SDC street trading consultation – this had been circulated 



to members and forwarded to both the Minchinhampton Market House and Minchinhampton Life, 

whose markets and country fayre respectively, might be affected.  However Cllr Hurst was strongly of 

the view that the town’s ancient Chartered Market status exempted it from the new proposals. Members 

then concurred with his opinion; c) Implementation of Neighbourhood Development Plan – The 

chair reported that the assistant clerk was currently going through the plan and identifying highlights for 

action which would be considered moving forward; d) Trap House heaters replacement – Cllr 

Hemmings reminded the meeting that the council had recently changed electricity supplier as a cost 

cutting measure.  During those inquiries he and Cllr Waddington had discovered the wiring and time 

clocks in the Trap House office had been running its old night storage heaters with gross inefficiency. 

He had therefore moved to obtaining suggestions/quotations for alternative heaters from suitably 

qualified electricians/contractors. These were screened and discussed, and further suggestions made. 

It was agreed more research was needed and that the matter would be referred to the Finance 

Committee for more inquiries and debate before discussion again at full council. 

157/19:  Planning application S.19/1323/COU: The application at 104 West Aston Down, Cowcombe 

Lane, was to change the use from B8 storage and distribution to B2 general industrial for use for 

specialist engine building/modification. Members agreed to comment that they agreed with the 

environmental health officer’s concerns that a noise assessment should be undertaken because of the 

potential noise impact on both nearby commercial and residential premises during the proposed hours 

of operation. They further requested a condition that there should be no extension of those hours 

without further consultation. 

158/19: Reports/recommendations from: a) Finance Committee - A price was being obtained for 

further repairs to The Trap House roof after recent emergency work following a serious ingress of 

rainwater. A recommendation was supported that the council replaced the rusted Bell Lane defibrillator 

cabinet by buying a new, Polyethylene one costing £525, plus delivery VAT (VAT reclaimable) and 

fitting. It was also agreed a roadside sign should be erected pointing to the defibrillator.; b) Traffic and 

Parking Advisory Committee - Quotations for surveying both the Bell Lane car park and turning area, 

and Bell Lane itself, had been received and accepted by Cllr Hurst using his chairman’s powers in order 

to progress the project(s) as speedily as possible. Discussion with the SDC about Friday Street car park 

had concluded with the district’s community services manager or representative agreeing to attend the 

September TPAC for talks about the possible transfer of the car park to the parish council. Bike racks 

had been suggested on the wide pavement behind Henry’s and prices were to be obtained for better 

signage to the Bell Lane car park. 

159/19: Clerk’s report/correspondence: Solicitors had confirmed Hampton Fields Green and 

Forwood Green were both registered as Common Land by this council in 1969. A similar further inquiry 

about Box Village Green was ongoing. Cllr Waddington had discussed with the late Cllr Roy Nicholas’ 

family a suitable memorial to his over 50 years long service. A consensus that a future street should be 

named after him was supported by the council. Council had received an update on the Amberley shop 

project. Plans for the shop, PO and café in the church were progressing well but more slowly than 

resident Neil Truphet and his group would have liked. Draft plans were available to members although 

the scheme was not yet in the public domain.  A detailed faculty application was expected to be 

submitted to the Diocese in August. The charity Scope was seeking new locations for its fund raising 

textile banks and had approached the council for suggestions for possible suitable location(s) in 



Minchinhampton. The clerk was instructed to find out what happened to the textiles/clothes collected 

before a decision was made. Cllr Nicholls highlighted an existing clothing bank within the 

Minchinhampton Academy grounds. 

E-correspondence (available on request from the clerk): 

Around Gloucestershire June 2019 

Chartered Parish and Town Council meeting minutes 

GCC Councils Connected 

Discussion paper re: Southfield and Wyatt House closures 

Minchinhampton Baptist Church re: building for the future 

Glos Wildlife Trust discover summer nature 

GCC Minerals Local Plan modifications 

Hinkley Point C consultation on cooling (2) 

July newsletter Minchinhampton Life 

Monthly update The Door 

SDC E news 

 

160/19: Traffic matters: A traffic incident on a commons’ road involving Alfie the donkey had prompted 

Cllrs Molyneux, Hemmings and Smith to take readings with the speed gun, the results of which had 

been circulated. Most vehicles were keeping within the given limits and, given that it was mid/late 

morning and schools had just broken up, traffic was fairly light.  It was intended that the exercise be 

repeated once school terms begins in September and at different times. 

Trials of different LEDs in the new heritage street light in Minchinhampton High Street were ongoing. 

The first trial lantern was removed on 17th July and the second option was now in place for everyone to 

compare the different illuminations. Feedback should go the project manager at GCC street lighting 

department. Cllr Hemmings offered the view that the second option was preferable and council agreed 

to support his view and submit it to the project manager at GCC street lighting. 

Severn Trent Water had advised the council of approx 10 days of maintenance work from July 21st, 

2019, on the Cirencester Road near Besbury Park. 

Roadworks: 

Box Lane, closed from 9th September 2019 to 4th October 20199, for the replacement of the existing 

gas main and services by Wales and West Utilities; 

Hyde Hill closed from 23rd September 2019 to 27th September 2019, from 9.30hrs to 15.30hrs each day 

for drainage works by Gloucestershire County Council; 

Woefuldane Bottom will have a 30 mph speed restriction in force from the 2nd August 2019 to 3rd 

August 2019, to control traffic while the Gatcombe Horse Trials are in progress 

Footpaths MMH/1 and MWO/24 at Little Britain Farm will be temporarily closed on a rolling programme 

between 2nd September, 2019, and 2nd February, 2020, because of Severn Trent’s water trunk main 

works. 

Cllr Schwartz drew attention to the latest Stroud District Road Safety Group meeting which she had 

attended. Automatic Number Plate Recognition technology developed by a Berkeley company had 

been demonstrated, was moving ahead fast, and the equipment becoming far more affordable. The 

final list for a rural multi-site Traffic Regulations Order was now complete. 

 



161/19 Council payments: The list of payments was proposed by Cllr Morriss, seconded by Cllr Ford, 

and approved. The new direct debit to Bulb had been omitted and would be added next month/in future. 

Invoices: 

Stroud Living Landscapes     £850.00 

A. Bullock       £60.00 

My Village Handyman (two invoices)    £444.00 

James and Owen Ltd.      £45.30 

MDL Kelex Ltd       £202.00 

Qwertyop       £443.00 

Water Plus Ltd.       £55.70 

Stroud Living Landscapes     £200.00 

Direct debits 

Utility Warehouse      £7.58 

NB The above invoices include VAT where applicable.  MPC is able to reclaim this 

 

162/19: The next meeting would include a report of the graziers’ forthcoming meeting, and also consideration of 

the issue of the Weaver’s Row steps. 

 

163/19: CONFIDENTIAL ITEM: Updates on both the Vosper Field and Lemon Field projects were taken with the 

press and public excluded due to the confidentiality of ongoing negotiations. Limited circulation minutes would be 

available to only council members. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………………… Date: ……………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


