
MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the planning meeting held on Monday, 12th August, 2019, 

at 7.00pm at The Trap House 

 

The chairman introduced Mr Alvin Lindley and his role in the Wimberley Park development. 

 

164/19: Present: Cllrs N. Hurst (Chair), M. Beard, A. Cipriani (7.12–8.29pm), S. Hemmings, J. Molyneux, C. 

Morriss, A. Nicholls (from 7.04pm), L. Reid, P. Schwartz, A. Smith, S. Waddington (until 9.24pm); Mr A. Lindley 

(member of the public); the Assistant to the Clerk. 

 

165/19: Apologies: Cllrs P. Callaghan-Wright, G. Ford, J. Williams. Absent: Cllr A. Mylechreest. 

 

166/19: Declarations of interest: None 

 

167/19: Public questions/participation: Mr Lindley of Wimberley Park Estates Ltd answered members’ 

questions on his development. Discussion recognised that only minor alterations had been made since the 

initial application. It was however felt that the current housing mix did not reflect the MPC Neighbourhood 

Development Plan desire for affordable housing - although the NDP had not been completed when the scheme 

was begun. Council discussed issues including: the re-routing of the public right of way through the site and the 

management of traffic entering/exiting the site from Knapp Lane, its associated hazards and potential use as a 

“rat run”. Discussion also included the quantity of parking on-site; the disconnection of the two halves of the site 

caused by the restoration of the river Frome with only the one crossing point; the effect on traffic movements at 

the bottom of Toadsmoor, facilities for horse riders and cyclists. 

Mr Lindley offered to finance suitable signage in Knapp Lane if Council propose a suitable scheme. 

 

168/19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 

BRIMSCOMBE WARD application S.19/1471/REM: Wimberley Park, Knapp Lane, Brimscombe. Reserved 

matters. Appearance, Landscaping, Layout (plot 50) & Scale following permission S.13/2668/OUT. Residential 

development, vehicular & pedestrian access, internal access roads, car parking. Developing River Frome. 

Associated landscaping. 

This matter was brought forward on the agenda.  

Council agreed to SUPPORT WITH COMMENTS: Members recognised it was not realistic to apply the present 

position (ie as in NDP) to historically-approved developments, but wished to highlight the following issues for 

consideration in order for it to lead on innovative best practice: (a) parking provision on site is inadequate. There 

should be a target of three parking spaces per 5-bed house. (b) Street lighting and the light output by housing 

units should conform with MPC’s Dark Skies policy as should any lighting along Knapp Lane and into 

Toadsmoor. (c) All housing units should have electric car charging points. (d) Consideration should be given to 

improving Knapp Lane for horse and bike riders. (e) Building material choices should reflect the need to build 

sustainable, environmentally-friendly homes; (f) Wildlife corridors, especially those of bats, must not be 

compromised. (g) Steps to manage recreational use of the Frome should be investigated. The Parish Council 

would like to see the Frome become an integral and well-managed part of the site, both for residents and 

wildlife. (h) The Council is disappointed that there is no crossing over the Frome at the eastern end of the site, 

and would expect one to be put in if it were later decided that one was needed. 



 

 

AMBERLEY WARD: 

S.19/1388/FUL Larkrise, Houndscroft, Rodborough. Demolition of bungalow. Construction of replacement 

home. COMMENT:  Eco-homes should be encouraged and much could be done to improve this proposal. The 

site is prominent and forms part of many views; the proposed building would therefore be more sympathetic to 

its surroundings if implemented in stone and not timber. There should be electric car charging points. The 

proposal has substantial windows and there should be a condition that light output is minimised so as to be 

consistent with the parish’s recently adopted Dark Skies policy. 

 

Cllr Morriss suggested at this point that all new-builds should as a matter of course have an electric car 

charging point. 

 

S.19/1444/HHOLD Manor House, Lower Littleworth, Amberley. Erection of a greenhouse. SUPPORT. 

 

S.19/1473/HHOLD Bradstone House, Marling Close, Amberley. Orangery to replace conservatory. SUPPORT. 

 

BOX WARD: 

S.19/1396/HHOLD & S.19/1397/LBC Beehive Cottage, Box. Revision to bothy; front porch.  COMMENT:  The 

loss of an obvious entry point to the cottage is regretted. Unauthorised blocking of the porch has corrupted the 

perspective of the cottage, losing an entry in the obvious place, so the blocking should be made to look more 

like a doorway with an aperture, door furniture and a letterbox. 

 

BRIMSCOMBE WARD: 

S.19/1373/HHOLD 75 Bownham Park, Rodborough Common. Extension and porch. COMMENT: The Parish 

Council has now adopted a Dark Skies policy to conform with Commission for Dark Skies guidance. Substantial 

fenestration should be screened against light pollution. The Council considers this to be an issue with this 

application, and would wish to see a condition requiring suitable curtains or blackouts. 

 

S.19/1502/FUL Brimscombe Port Business Park, Port Lane, Brimscombe. Demolition. Construction of 

infrastructure for future redevelopment. The Council received a report from Cllr Hurst as to the latest stage 

reached in the proposed redevelopment of Brimscombe Port. SUPPORT. 

 

NORTH WARD:  

S.19/1317/FUL & S.19/1318/LBC Crown Inn, High Street, Minchinhampton. Toilet block for public house. 

OBJECT: The proposal did not take useful advantage of the spare land behind the Barn. The form of the 

proposed extension into the garden is not consistent with its position being surrounded by listed buildings A 

much better, more sympathetic scheme is easily achievable which would leave the garden asset at its current 

size without reduction, thus maintaining its asset value to the pub. 

 

S.19/1355/HHOLD Rose Cottage, Besbury Lane, Minchinhampton. First-floor alterations with raised roof. 

SUPPORT WITH COMMENTS: Substantial fenestration should be screened against light pollution in keeping 

with the parish’s recently adopted Dark Skies policy. There should be a condition requiring suitable curtains or 

blackouts. 



 

S.19/1422/LBC Greylands, 9 High Street, Minchinhampton. New internal door. SUPPORT. 

 

S.19/1427/FUL Cecily Court, Cambridge Way, Minchinhampton. Replacement doors & windows. COMMENT: 

This window replacement programme is noted. It is assumed that all windows are affected, not just those in the 

ownership of Sanctuary Housing (ie to include leasehold properties). Given the close proximity of Cecily Court 

to the adjoining Conservation Area, the council would prefer to see windows in painted hardwood to preserve 

their original appearance, or in powder-coated aluminium. 

 

S.19/1446/HHOLD Hyde Tyning Cottage, The Knapp, Besbury. Single-storey extension; new garage/store. 

COMMENT. The size and configuration of the proposed outbuildings suggests that separate occupation would 

be feasible. There should be a condition that requires any occupation to be ancillary to the host dwelling. 

 

SOUTH WARD: 

S.19/1380/HHOLD 23 Well Hill, Minchinhampton. Kitchen extension; alterations to store. COMMENT: 

Substantial fenestration should be screened against light pollution in line with the parish’s recently adopted Dark 

Skies policy. There should be a condition requiring suitable curtains or blackouts. 

 

S.19/1445/HHOLD The Atom, 66 Windmill Road, Minchinhampton. Extensive extensions to building, doubling 

its footprint. OBJECT: This is non-compliant with SDC planning policy HC8 due to size and scale. The Council 

notes that the property is considerably higher than the highway and adjoining properties. At this point on 

Windmill Road the built form is starting to open out and bleed into open countryside. Bringing a two-storey gable 

end to the road edge is considered inappropriate. The Council regrets the loss of the substantial beech tree and 

would seek TPOs on the remaining two. The Council further regrets the partial loss of the drystone wall, now 

protected in principle by the MPC NDP. The location plan is misleading in so far as it fails to show the existing 

extensions on number 62. The proposal therefore does not fully recognise the existing structures in adjoining 

properties. The Council wishes TPOs on two trees at this property. 

 

WORKS TO TREES: 

S.19/1556/TCA Cotswold Chine School, Box Lane, Minchinhampton. Fell ONE mature, dying ash. NO 

COMMENT. 

S.19/1596/TCA Paddock House, Chapel Lane, Minchinhampton. Reduce ONE sycamore. NO COMMENT. 

 

169/19: Planning correspondence/notifications, including appeals and decisions at variance with 

Council’s recommendations: 

S.19.0086/FUL 35 Beeches Park, Hampton Fields. Vehicular access & turning area was permitted. MPC had 

objected and continues to object. Would write to SDC regarding visibility threshold enforcement and the 

unacceptable level of risk inherent in the permitted application. 

Applicant withdrew S.18/2489/LBC / 2488/HHOLD Beehive Cottage, Box. Subterranean car store, MPC had 

objected. 

19/1072/HHOLD Brocklesby, Tobacconist Road, Minchinhampton. side elevation flat roof raised, was permitted. 

MPC had commented and noted its advice for an archaeological investigation to be conducted had not 

noticeably been acted upon. 



S.19/1359/DISCON Condition 26 fire hydrants of S.13/2668/OUT and S.19/0640/DISCON Condition 18 

construction method statement of S.13/2668/OUT Wimberley Park, Knapp Lane, Brimscombe was permitted 

without applications being considered by MPC.  

 

170/19: NDP implementation: It was noted that the MPC NDP was live and that guidance would be prepared 

for councillors on applying its policies to planning applications. 

 

171/19: Changes to SDC planning system public access. Council discussed the unnecessary administration 

caused by unrealistic target setting in the planning department at SDC, and also the recent change in the 

planning system that denied access to the comments made on historical planning applications. It noted the 

needless extra work the targets created and how full access to the planning history of a site was important in 

considering new planning applications. Cllr Hurst would write to SDC about these issues. 

 

172/19: SDC Local Plan Review: Emerging Strategy consultation: Noted that this report was available. 

 

AT THIS POINT IN THE MEETING PRESS AND PUBLIC WERE EXCLUDED DUE TO THE CONFIDENTIAL 

NATURE OF THE REMAINING ITEMS. 

 

173/19: Progress on the proposed purchase of the Lemon Field: A confidential minute was taken. 

 

The Meeting closed at 9.33pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: …………………………………………………………………    Date: ………………………………………… 

 


