
 

MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 19th August, 2019 

at 7pm at The Trap House 

 

174/19: Present: Cllrs N. Hurst (chair), M. Beard, G. Ford, S. Hemmings, J. Molyneux, C. Morriss, A. 

Mylechreest, A. Nicholls, P. Schwartz, A. Smith, S. Waddington, J. Williams, the clerk.  

 

175/19: Apologies:  Cllrs P. Callaghan-Wright, L. Reid, Gloucestershire County Cllr S. Robinson.   

Absent: Cllr A. Cipriani. 

 

176/19: Public questions/participation: There were none. 

 

177/19: Declarations of interest/requests for dispensations: There were none. 

178/19: Minutes: The minutes of the council meeting held on 29th July, 2019, were proposed by Cllr 

Schwartz, seconded by Cllr Beard and approved. The minutes of the council planning meeting held on 

12th August, 2019, were proposed by Cllr Morriss, seconded by Cllr Hemmings and agreed. 

179 /19: County and district councillors’ reports: There were no county reports.  Stroud District Cllr 

Hurst said the SDC Planning Review Panel was to discuss pressures on the planning 

department/system. 

180/19: Implementation of Neighbourhood Development Plan:  The assistant clerk was still working 

on a list of points to be put into action.  The chairman had met with Mr Nigel Stapleton, chair of the NDP 

as it was finalised, who had expressed an interest in the volunteers who had been involved continuing 

to have some input in future – perhaps as consultants or through a sub-committee or similar.  Cllr Hurst 

welcomed that suggestion and proposed an event should be organised to thank those who’d helped 

produce what had emerged as a most favourably received document.  Members suggested also that an 

NDP review group might be necessary moving forward.  A request was then widely supported that 

further hard copies of the NDP should be printed for circulation to all parish council members, with 

extras that could be available for loan to members of the public.  It was agreed the chairman should 

write to formally thank the NDP Group for their efforts, and that NDP priority actions should be split 

between the council’s planning and its full meetings.  

181/19: Graziers’ meeting: Cllr Schwartz reported a good year so far for the commons’ cattle with only 

two minor collisions between animals and vehicles.  There had however been some cattle deaths due 

to an imported tick-borne parasite. Graziers had asked that the council help publicise, particularly in 

Tom Long’s Post, the dangers to cattle posed by overhanging yew trees on properties accessible by 

cattle.  Restrictive grazing, required by the Countryside Stewardship scheme, was about to start; more 

formal car parking arrangements were on the way to Old Lodge to prevent further erosion; the trailer 

mounted illuminated message would be powered in future by biodiesel; new bigger water troughs had 

improved cattle welfare and discussions had been held with the circus to ensure all protection 

measures were in place for its visit to The Great Park.   



182/19: Weaver’s Row steps: A householder had written on behalf of residents of Weaver’s Row and 

Spinney Court in Burleigh asking the council to consider adoption of a flight of steps that were now in a 

poor state of repair.  Following debate it was proposed by Cllr Morriss and agreed that the council take 

ownership of the issue by approaching Gloucestershire County Council to get the permissive route 

adopted as a Public Right of Way.  The clerk would put the householder in touch with Cllr Morriss, who 

as the council’s Rights of Way officer would lead the initiative. 

183/19: Clerk’s report/correspondence:  Solicitors had confirmed that the Box, Forwood and 

Hampton Fields village greens were all registered in the 1960s as common land, all in the ownership of 

Minchinhampton Parish Council. It was agreed they should now also ensure the greens were all also 

placed on the Land Registry record. 

Council approved the assistant clerk’s attendance on three GAPTC clerk’s trainings on 18th September, 

23rd October and 20th November, 2019, each lasting three hours and costing £40. 

Similarly approval was gained for the clerk to attend an all-day SLCC training seminar on 30th October, 

2019, at a cost of £80. 

Attention was drawn to the GAPTC “Being a Better Councillor” £95 all day courses on either 5th 

September or 30th October, 2019. Cllr Smith wished to be enrolled.  

Thank you letters had been received from both Cirencester Deer Park School and its pupil Joseph 

Northcott-Fenwick after the latter’s work experience week at The Trap House council office. 

The Mid Cotswold Tracks & Trails Group (representing horse riders) had sought the council’s support 

for its draft response to GCC plans to formalise the existing use of the Dudbridge to Nailsworth track. 

The group stated the proposal was not about changing the status quo in any significant degree, but that 

it was rather a ratification of the existing position to ensure a workable legal standing. The document, 

available on request from the clerk, stimulated opposing opinions about the rights of cyclists, horse 

riders and pedestrians on the track before the council finally agreed to only note receipt of the 

information. Correspondence: 

Around Gloucestershire GRCC July newsletter 

GCC Councils Connected 

Events and opportunities at The Door 

Hinkley Point C cooling water consultation update 

Minchinhampton Life newsletter 

SDC August E-news 

 

184/19: Traffic matters report, including High Street heritage lantern: Cllr Hurst had met 

Gloucestershire County Council street lighting officers about the Victorian style heritage LED bracket 

street light being trialled in Minchinhampton High Street.  An alternative style decorative LED was to be 

erected as soon as it became available, again on a bracket, on the nearby Minchinhampton Club to 

enable the two to be compared.  Both the intensity of the lights and their colour temperatures would 

also be trialled.  Councillors and public opinions would be encouraged during a consultation period 

when notices would also be erected beneath offering explanations to passers-by.  

 

 Roadworks: Water Lane from its junction with Brimscombe Hill to its junction with Swells Hill would be 

closed for 218 metres for resurfacing during a rolling programme of GCC works starting on 1st October, 

2019 and running until 31st March, 2020.  



Similarly Swells Hill from its junction with Water Lane to its junction with the rear of Bownham Park to 

Bagpath Lane would be closed for 338 metres during the same period also for resurfacing. 

Cllr Ford at this point expressed disappointment that Butterrow Hill had re-opened after prolonged 

closure with only its upper length resurfaced. His complaint that the lower length remained riddled with 

unrepaired potholes was supported by many since the council had believed the entire stretch would be 

repaired. 

 

185/19: Council payments: The below list of payments of the council was proposed by Cllr Morriss, 

seconded by Cllr Williams, and approved: 

Invoices: 

Tanners Solicitors LLP        £351.53 

Helix Transport Consultants Ltd (two invoices)     £879.00 

Petty cash         £50.00 

A. E. Pash (transfer)        £313.66 

S. Hemmings (batteries purchase)      £11.48 

Staffing          £1,814.98 

MDL Kelex         £180.00 

J. Barber (toner cartridge)       £19.73 

Direct debits 

Bulb Energy (1st July, Trap House)      £111.00 

Bulb Energy (1st July, Vestry Room)      £111.00 

Bulb Energy (29th July, Trap House)      £111.00 

Bulb Energy (29th July, Vestry Room)      £111.00 

NB The above invoices include VAT where applicable.  MPC is able to reclaim this 

 

186/19: Councillors’ items for future discussion: Road safety officer Cllr Molyneux’s correspondence from a 

resident of Cambridge Way with traffic concerns would be passed to both the Gloucestershire County Councillor 

and the parish Traffic and Parking Advisory Committee. Amberley Ward members would liaise with resident(s) 

interested in village street lights being switched off to comply with the council’s Dark Skies Policy. An update 

would be sought about the re-opening of The Crown Inn. A further graziers’ report was expected. An allotments 

report would be included. 

 

AT THIS POINT PRESS AND PUBLIC WERE EXCLUDED DUE TO THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE 

FOLLOWING ITEM: 

187/19: Updates on progress on: a) Vosper Field and b) Lemon Field: A confidential minutes was taken for 

circulation to only members of the parish council. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.15pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………. Date: ………………………………. 


