
MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the planning meeting held on Monday, 9th September, 2019, 

at 7.00pm at The Trap House 

 

188/19: Present: Cllrs N. Hurst (Chair), M. Beard, P. Callaghan-Wright, G. Ford, S. Hemmings, J. Molyneux, C. 

Morriss, A. Mylechreest (from 7.07pm), A. Nicholls, L. Reid, P. Schwartz, A. Smith; the Assistant to the Clerk. 

 

189/19: Apologies: Cllrs A. Cipriani, S. Waddington, J. Williams. 

 

190/19: Public questions/participation: None. 

 

191/19: Declarations of interest: Cllr Ford declared an interest in S.18/1053/FUL as a neighbour to the site of 

the proposal. 

 

192/19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 

 

AMBERLEY WARD 

S.19/1507/HHOLD Three Gables, Littleworth. Defective bay window replacement; formation of ground-floor 
garden room. SUPPORT. 

 

S.19/1757/HHOLD Jands, Giddynap. Erection of single garden room. COMMENT: Minchinhampton Parish has 
adopted a Dark Skies policy to conform with the Commission for Dark Skies’ guidance. Adequate steps should 
be taken to minimise light pollution from the proposal. Substantial fenestration should be screened. External 
illumination and security lights should be kept to a minimum. 

 

BRIMSCOMBE WARD 

S.19/1673/HHOLD Hillcrest, Brimscombe Hill, Walls Quarry. Erection of an extension; erection of an outbuilding 
to form a parking area. COMMENT: The Council considers the design of this proposal to be problematic, 
requiring substantial rethinking. It considers the proposal not fully compliant with SDC policy HC8, and 
highlights its size, bulking and massing of glass. The proposed balcony in particular is a problem. The Council is 
wary of the potential to create a separably occupiable dwelling. The size and configuration of the proposal 
suggest that separate occupation would be feasible. The Parish Council would seek a condition that requires 
any occupation to be ancillary to the host dwelling. The extent of glass presents an issue in view of the 
Council’s Dark Skies policy. Adequate steps should be taken to minimise light pollution from the proposal. The 
opportunity should be taken to fit adequate car/bike electric charging points. 

 

NORTH WARD 

S.18/1053/FUL Land at Summersfield Road, Minchinhampton. Seven residential units (revised plans). 
COMMENT: The Council considers the privacy of neighbouring homes to the south and east of the proposal to 
be an issue and would wish to see better screening afforded them, and thought to be given as to how those 
homes could be provided with a more agreeable view than a bald expanse of wall. If the parking places 
allocated to flats 4&5 were pivoted 90 degrees anti-clockwise around the south-east corner of parking place 5, 
that would create a space into which the cycle stores and bins currently at the north-west corner of the site 
could be relocated allowing their current position to be incorporated into private open space. The two blocks 
designated units 2 to 7 can then be slightly repositioned northwest-wards to adjust the gable wall of units 2 & 3 



away from the southern boundary. The Council acknowledges the comments made by Gloucestershire 
Highways and suggests careful consideration be given to the provision of a passing place. 

RECOMMEND: The Parish Council requests that the proposal be named Nicholas Close in honour and memory 
of the late Roy Nicholas, who served as a member of Minchinhampton Parish Council. 

 

S.19/1592/FUL Besbury House, Besbury Lane, Minchinhampton. Demolition of existing dwelling and 
outbuildings; erection of replacement dwelling and garage, together with associated works. OBJECT: The 
current property is a heritage asset. It is traditional in appearance having been constructed in 1909 and almost 
certainly is at least in part to the designs of the celebrated Sapperton Group of architects. The Arts & Crafts 
credentials of this building are too important to be summarily demolished. Further to this the proposed 
replacement building is contrary to HC5(2) and proposes an appearance alien to its location. The applicant’s 
own design statement recognises the access difficulties related to construction, and any consent must seek 
proper reinstatement to the lanes serving the site. 

The site is prominent in the AONB and the potential loss of mature, significant and well-established vegetation, 
including trees and shrubs, will scar the view. Almost certainly the current site contributes to the ecological 
wellbeing and biodiversity of the local environment and should be subjected to an EIA. 

The Council sees no pressing case to replace an existing, viable building which can be better adapted to meet 
the District Council’s expectations for sustainable development (ES1) than wholesale demolition and 
replacement, which would essentially discard an existing structure. 

The proposal contains the possibility that it could in the future result in a collection of buildings, each of which is 
separately occupied. 

The lanes at this point are higher than the site, which would serve to highlight the inappropriateness of the 
proposal’s design. 

 

S.19/1695/HHOLD Park House, Burleigh. Proposed two-storey rear extension. NO COMMENT. 

 

WORKS TO TREES 

S.19/1675/TPO Chesapeake, Moor Court, Rodborough Common. REDUCE (height and lateral spread) three 
yew trees to their previous reduction points. NO COMMENT. 

 

193/19: To receive planning correspondence and notifications, including appeals and decisions at 
variance with Council’s recommendations: The Parish Council discussed the list of variances and any 
actions to be taken from them. It considered likely revisions and further applications that may arise from them. It 
noted there were four proposals that had been permitted by SDC to which the Council had objected. 

 

194/19: To discuss current issues and projects pertaining to the MPC NDP: Council considered initial steps 
towards a project plan for implementing the NDP’s proposals. Finance Committee to discuss a budget centred 
on staffing needs and then report to full Council. 

 

195/19: Dark Skies policy: Cllr Hurst invited members to a presentation by Mark Connolly of Cotswolds 
Conservation Board on Dark Skies implementation. 

 

AT THIS POINT PRESS AND PUBLIC WERE EXCLUDED DUE TO THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE 
REMAINING ITEM. 

 

196/19: Update on progress on the Lemon Field: A confidential minutes was taken. 

 



The Meeting closed at 8.43pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed:  __________________________________________________    Date:  ______________________ 

 


