
 

MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 30th September, 2019 

at 7pm at The Trap House 

 

197/19: Present: Cllrs N. Hurst (chair), M. Beard, A. Cipriani (from 7.12pm ), P. Callaghan-Wright, G. Ford, J. 

Molyneux, C. Morriss, A. Mylechreest, A. Nicholls, L. Reid, P. Schwartz, A. Smith, S. Waddington, J. Williams, 

the clerk, Gloucestershire County Cllr R. Smith, one member of the public. 

 

198/19: Apologies:  Cllr S. Hemmings, Gloucestershire County Cllr S. Robinson. 

 

199/19: Public questions/participation: Cllr Hurst introduced David Lowin, the member of the public present, 

as a prospective Stroud District Councillor for Minchinhampton.  A professional town planner for 40 years, Mr 

Lowin said he had lived in the district, although not in Minchinhampton, for the past 20.  His bid for the SDC 

seat to be relinquished by Cllr Dorcas Binns in May 2020 would be his first foray into local democracy and the 

reason for his future attendance at meetings would be to understand local issues to be able to take them 

forward to other tiers of local government. 

 

200/19: Declarations of interest/requests for dispensations: Cllr Hurst declared that a payment of £55.80 to 

be made to him was because he had used his personal credit card for the duplication of six A1 sized colour 

plans required by the council. 

201/19: Minutes: The minutes of the council meeting held on 19th August, 2019, were proposed by Cllr Morriss, 

seconded by Cllr Williams and approved. The minutes of the council planning meeting held on 9th September, 

2019, were proposed by Cllr Morriss, seconded by Cllr Ford and agreed. 

202/19: County and district councillors’ reports: Cllr Smith highlighted a training in the use of speed guns 

that was to take place on 9th November, 2019, and was available to councillors.  She had received considerable 

correspondence from West End residents about through traffic issues and a meeting with them was arranged 

for 1st October, 2019, to discuss possible priorities.  Cllr Smith thanked Cllr Ford for a walk about meeting when 

attention was drawn to parking issues, including on yellow zig-zags. Cllr Hurst raised with her an issue with rain 

water crossings in West End that were in need of repair/replacement.  Cllr Smith said she and the two other 

county councillors with responsibility for the commons were to meet to look at traffic calming ideas. Cllrs 

Morriss, Waddington and Ford drew attention respectively to a damaged cattle grid post, a blocked soakaway 

and highways resurfacing matters that all required GCC attention. 

A report submitted by Cllr Robinson had been circulated and was screened. It drew attention to residents’ 

concerns about road safety and the expensive and lengthy process of obtaining Traffic Regulation Orders.  

GCC had therefore written to the Secretary of State expressing its concern that the TRO guidelines were too 

restrictive.  Six weeks of work on the Nailsworth to South Woodchester cycle path had begun. There had been 

a marked increase in adults using the Drugs and Alcohol Prevention Service in the Stroud area. 

Stroud District Cllr Hurst said Besbury House, a heritage asset believed to have Arts and Crafts Movement 

links, had been spot listed which gave it temporary protection of six months. The parish had recently objected to 



its demolition and replacement.  SDC was re-organising its strategic heads of departments; compulsory 

purchase orders for the restoration of the Stonehouse to Saul Junction canal were underway; a local lottery in 

aid of charitable purposes was under discussion; and legal services were being reorganised into a co-op with 

four other councils. A discussion of local recycling, including of food waste and plastics, followed. 

203/19: Recommendations of: a) Finance Committee – Members agreed to replacement heating, roof 

insulation, and roof repairs at The Trap House. Respective tenders for the works in the sums of £2,655, under 

£500, and £7,900 were therefore accepted. Details of all three projects contained in the Finance Committee 

minutes had earlier been circulated.  Further recommendations of grants to the Box Village Society in the sum 

of £250, Minchinhampton Country Fayre £85, and Brimscombe and Thrupp WI £100 were all supported.  A 

further payment of £53.24 to SDC for dog bin emptying was all agreed. 

Cllr Waddington at this point apologised for not submitting his apologies to the above mentioned Finance 

Committee. 

b) Traffic and Parking Advisory Committee – Minutes had been circulated detailing recommended requests 

for the SDC to permit 24 hour (unrestricted) parking in its Friday Street car park and also to transfer the asset of 

the same car park to MPC. Following considerable discussion it was decided to postpone both suggestions until 

after improvements to the nearby Bell Lane car park were completed. Both requests would therefore be re-

examined in probably six months. 

204/19: Consideration of: a) SDC Polling Districts and Places review – The council had no comment to 

make; b) NDP implementation - This was work in progress with a report expected before a planning council 

shortly; c) Bell Lane car park phase two update – Cllr Hurst reminded the meeting that five invitations to 

tender for this work had been issued with replies due by 30th September, 2019. One tender had been received 

with another due on 1st October, 2019.  A further company had declined to respond.  The matter would 

therefore be placed before a future council.  From indications so far available Cllr Hurst advised that the gravel 

area would probably be within the council’s budget allowance but the tarmac area would not. Timescale 

slippage due to the project being timed for a school holiday meant, however, that a future budget would be able 

to include the tarmac.  

205/19: Reports of: a) Graziers committee – Cllr Schwartz reported the deaths of two cattle, one of them a 

pregnant animal, in collisions with vehicles on the commons so far in the current grazing season.  The losses 

had provoked outrage on social media.  Graziers were now to discuss the acquisition of a further sign warning 

stating “cow killed here beware” or similar.  The last graziers meeting had been attended by Police and Crime 

Commissioner Martin Surl and a police officer who were each helpful but sadly powerless to make any major 

changes.  Speed limit enforcement would however be stepped up with the use of a police ANPR camera.  

There had been general consensus that the 40mph limit should be reduced, that physical traffic calming 

measure were essential and that the Aston down roundabout caused much of the increased traffic volume.  The 

state of the common grass after both the circus and Minchinhampton Country Fayre was reported and 

discussed, along with future ways to safeguard the sward; b) Allotments – Cllr Morriss reported the standard of 

upkeep higher than previous years.  There was now a waiting list of over 10.  Regulations that included a £25 

deposit as well as £25 rent would in future be applied, the deposit being refundable on leaving provided the plot 

was in good order. Plot marker posts were being progressed. Plans were underway for a best kept allotment 

prize; c) Amberley dark skies – This was deferred until the next meeting. On the broader dark skies issue Cllrs 

Hurst and Mylechreest had attended a presentation during which the idea was raised of the commons 



becoming a dark skies discovery site.  It was agreed to contact the commons’ owners the National Trust about 

the suggestion; 

Cllr Cipriani left the meeting at 8.33pm. 

 d) Stroud District Road Safety Group – Cllr Schwartz reported major disappointment that highways now 

appeared reluctant to proceed with a multi-parishes application for TROs (speed limit reductions) on the 

grounds they were expensive, low priority, and that a catch-22 set of rules applied.  The group had obtained a 

mobile VAS which is was agreed Minchinhampton should apply to borrow.  Cllr Callaghan-Wright offered the 

view that success might follow only if speeding become as socially unacceptable as drink-driving; e) Parishes 

Cycling Group – Draft proposals for a cycleway along the A419 valley, plus speed reductions there, had been 

produced but were so far confidential.  Cllr Morriss, MPC’s representative on the group, believed it was however 

already aware of MPC’s concerns that the cycleway would displace serious traffic onto the commons’ spine 

road but that its consultants were not. Publicly available traffic volume measurements already showed 6,500 

vehicles a day on Cowcombe Hill (A419) compared to 8,800 a day on the spine (commons) road which 

indicated that already that the majority, around 60 per cent, of through traffic used the commons.  Cllr 

Waddington proposed, and it was agreed, that an objection be sent to Gloucestershire County Council about 

the cycle path with a demand for new traffic counts to update available data.  The objection would be copied to 

the commons’ owners the National Trust; 

Cllr Williams left the meeting at 9pm. 

 f) Weaver’s Row steps – Cllr Morriss had now begun to apply for this footway and steps to be added to the 

GCC Rights of Way maps as a footpath.  A resident there was assisting by collecting user evidence forms.  

However as the process would not necessarily result in the substantial repairs needed to the steps Cllr Morriss 

was also investigating the route’s adoption as a highway maintainable at public expense. For that the footway 

would first however have to be brought up to a suitable standard which would cost, although nearby residents 

were amenable to making contributions. The initiative was ongoing with Cllr Morriss to next informally ask the 

district surveyor what works would be required.  It was in 1978 that GCC refused to adopt the footway, when 

Spinney Court was adopted, because it was then not up to the acceptable standard. 

206/19: Clerk’s report/correspondence - External auditors PKF Littlejohn LLP had completed their Annual 

Governance and Accountability Return Section 3 report for MPC’s 2018-19 financial year and provided their 

certificate and report, the latter of which noted: “Section 1 Assertion 5 has not been accurately completed. This 

is because the parish council has provided evidence which demonstrates that an annual review of risk 

management arrangements was not completed within the financial year. As a result, objective C on the Annual 

Internal Audit Report has also been inaccurately completed.” Notices of conclusion of audit and the AGAR 

sections 1, 2 and 3, would now be published as required. 

 

The assistant clerk would be inviting parishioners, through both the council’s website and Tom Long’s Post, to 

submit photos of Minchinhampton and its villages that could be shared/showcased on the MPC website. 

Stroud District Council had appointed its head of community services Mike Hammond as its Brexit lead officer.  

A team had also been put in place to support the delivery of Brexit around 31st October, 2019.  Further details 

were available from the clerk after a briefing note on Brexit was forwarded by SDC. 

Carol Novoth had identified herself as the new Neighbourhood Warden for Minchinhampton and had offered to 

attend a future council meeting to introduce herself. 



A team from Leyhill had worked in Minchinhampton and, at the time of writing, had so far back edged Bell Lane, 

High Street, Tetbury Street and West End as far as the King Street footpath. Nettles were also removed from 

the Bell Lane car park. The team was expected back in the parish when, weather permitting, it was hoped 

roadsigns would be re-painted and possibly also further weeding undertaken. 

E-Correspondence (available on request from the clerk): 

SDC canal survey 

Town and Parish Councils Information Network meeting 

SDC youth work strategy consultation 

GRCC Newsbites x 2 

SDC community governance review 

Glos Wildlife Trust x 2 (membership discount, tackle ash dieback) 

Update on SDC street trading consultation 

GCC Councils Connected 

Minchinhampton Life Sept newsletter 

SDC homelessness and rough sleeping strategy 

Stroud Hospitals League of Friends x 2 (agm and annual church service) 

GPFA agm 

The Door monthly update 

CAB agm 

NHS Fit for the Future consultation 

SDC Be a Councillor event 

SDC re: modernisation of George Pearce House communal areas  

Correspondence: 

The Trow autumn issues 

Allotment and Leisure Gardener magazine 

 

207/19: Traffic matters: The following 2019 road closures had been notified: 

Hyde Hill, 23rd-27th September, for drainage works 

Woodview to Dial Cottage, Amberley, 21st Oct-3rd Nov, BT works 

West End, 28th Oct-1st Nov, gas main installation 

Parts Culver Hill, Watledge Road, Giddynapp Lane, Theesecombe Hill, Culver Hill, 14th Oct-25th January, 2020, 

Gigaclear Fastershire installation 

Nailsworth to Woodchester cycleway, 23rd Sept for six weeks, surface upgrade 

Little Britain farmhouse, footpaths MMH/1 and MWO/24, ST water mains works 

Box Lane No 10 to Box Cottage, 9th Sept for 18 months, road works 

Amberley Inn to Spriggs Well, 28th-30th Oct, BT works 

New Road to Fowwood, 14th-20th Oct, carriageway repairs 

Friday Street, 4th-6th Sept, GCC drainage repairs 

 

208/19: Council payments: Cllr Morriss proposed, Cllr Ford seconded and it was agreed that the following 

payments be met:  

L. Taylor & Sons Ltd (petty cash)    £50.00 

Grants: 

Box Village Society     £250.00 



Minchinhampton Country Fayre    £85.00 

Brimscombe and Thrupp WI    £100.00 

SDD (dog bin emptying)     £53.24 

Invoices: 

GAPTC (training)      £40.00 

Thomson and Partners (Lemon Field)   £720.00 

Jo Barber (Leyhill materials)    £126.91 

Abel Alarm Company Ltd     £160.80 

N. Hurst (Stroudprint)     £55.80 

R&J Pearce Ltd      £134.40 

Waterplus (Trap House)     £35.05 

MDL Kelex Ltd      £205.00 

Stroud Town Council     £24.00 

The National Allotment Society    £66.00 

PATA       £46.35 

Staffing       £1,814.98 

A. Bullock (two months)     £90.00 

PKF Littlejohn LLP     £480.00 

Direct Debits: 

Utility Warehouse (31st July)    £7.58 

Utility Warehouse     £7.76 

BT       £351.62 

Bulb (29th Aug, Trap)     £111.00 

Bulb (29th Aug, Vestry)     £111.00 

Credit 

Utility Warehouse     £7.42 

NB The above invoices include VAT where applicable.  MPC is able to reclaim this 

 

209/19: Councillors’ items for future discussion: Cllr Reid asked that recognition of the climate change emergency 

and reaction to it should be placed on the next agenda. 

 

110/19: CONFIDENTIAL: Vosper Field progress update: There was nothing new to report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: …………………………………………………………………………. Date: …………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 


