
 

MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 28th February, 2022, 

at 7.00pm at Minchinhampton Baptist Church office, Tetbury Street. 
 

The chair welcomed recently co-opted Cllr Jim Colbrough to his first meeting before the start of the formal 

business. 

190/22: Present: Cllrs N. Hurst (chair), M. Allen, A. Bathe, J. Colbrough, G. Ford, S. Hemmings, P. Howarth, C. 

Morriss, A. Nicholls,  P. Schwartz, S. Waddington, L. Woakes, the clerk, Gloucestershire County Cllrs C. Turner 

and S. Robinson, one member of the public. 

191/22: Apologies: Cllrs A. Mylechreest, L. Reid. 

192/22: Public questions/participation: A member of the public had attended in response to the council’s 

appeal for someone to sweep and clear its 11 bus shelters of leaves and other rubbish. It was explained both 

that insurance for the required volunteer/temporary employee was currently under investigation and that there 

had already also been another person interested in undertaking the task. 

193/22: Declarations of interest/requests for dispensations: None. 

194/22: Minutes: The minutes of the council meeting held on 31st January, 2022, had been circulated, were 

proposed by Cllr Morriss, seconded by Cllr Hemmings, and approved. 

195/22: Minutes: a) Planning Committee – The minutes of the Planning Committee had been circulated, for 

information only; b) Staffing Committee – The largely confidential minutes of the Staffing Committee held on 

22nd February, 2022, had been circulated and were received for information only. 

196/22: Appointment of vice chair:  A report detailing the background to Cllr Hemmings’ wish to resign this 

role had been circulated and is available on request from the clerk.  It concluded that although a vice chair was 

not a legal necessity it was also fairly unusual not to appoint one since it would lead to a member having to step 

up without notice in the unexpected absence of the chair. Cllr Hurst repeated his announcement that both he 

and deputy chair Cllr Hemmings were likely to be standing down in May 2024.  Replacements for both roles 

were therefore required, to allow time for induction and training beforehand.  Cllr Morriss then expressed some 

interest in the appointment, although he was unlikely to be available for some six months.   

197/22: County and district councillors’ reports: County Cllr Robinson was continuing his efforts towards re-

routing a bus service through Amberley, drew attention to the 2.99 per cent increase in council tax and to the 

possibility of moving Stroud lending library. 

Cllr Turner’s report was available on request from the clerk.  It included the Stroud District Council’s 2022-23 

budget, consultation on its new canal strategy, and the handover of seven new build council homes on 

Summersfield Road via Homeseeker Plus.  Approval of the Gloucestershire County Council budget, and a 

proposal for a 26 miles cycle spine from Bishop’s Cleeve to Stroud were also highlighted. 

Stroud District Cllr Hurst gave a comparison of parish precepts for the next financial year. 



Cllrs Turner and Robinson both left the meeting at this point. 

198/22: Financial matters: a) Stuart Field grass cutting -  Minchinhampton Sports Association had written 

requesting the council again pay its grass cutting invoices for the field directly, in lieu of a grant, in 2022-23. The 

association continued to manage the facilities  and provide sports including football, cricket and tennis across all 

age groups.  A quotation of £63.68 per cut, plus VAT, had been received from contractor T. W. Hawkins and 

Sons, compared with £60.65 in the last year when there had been 27 cuts.  After discussion the price was 

accepted; b) MPC bank balances/year to date report – Both had been circulated, are attached, and are 

available on request from the clerk. At this point Cllr Bathe drew attention to the sale of a paddock and buildings 

off Cirencester Road in Minchinhampton which council agreed should be investigated as potential for allotment 

land. 

199/22: Council payments: Members were asked to consider the necessity for the monthly payments list after 
the council moved to faster electronic banking, hopefully at the start of the new financial year at the end of 
March/beginning of April 2022. 
The monthly list of cheques for approval and signature appeared to be a habit from the days when the council’s 
business was all via paper. All the substantial expenditure listed each main council meeting had already been 
approved by councillors in other ways: e.g. staff salaries and Microsoft apps had already been scrutinised 
through committee(s), then council too for larger amount(s). Additionally the council’s Financial Regulations also 
provided safeguards as they restricted expenditure in different brackets. Staff therefore proposed that in future 
only substantial/new and/or exceptional invoices were presented for approval by full council. However, after 
debate, it was concluded that payments would in future still be listed, although for information only, as part of 
the clerk’s report. 
 
Payments: 
All Out Play      £1,696.56 
James Wilkinson     £200.00 
Softlink Computer Systems Ltd    £19.20 
S. Hemmings      £14.39 
L. Taylor and Son (petty cash)    £50.00 
2commune      £42.00 
Minchinhampton Community hub (grant)   £1,000.00 
Staffing       £3,355.25 
A. Bullock      £36.00 
Edge IT Systems Ltd     £50.40 
Tim Kirby      £40.00 
GAPTC       £70.00 
Minchinhampton Baptist Church    £20.00 
Edge IT Systems Ltd     £434.40 
 The above include VAT where applicable. MPC is able to reclaim this. 
 
200/22: NDPI Committee launch: Members agreed the Neighbourhood Development Plan Implementation 
Committee would be started by a working party of Cllrs Schwartz, Nicholls, Hurst, Woakes and Hemmings 
which would consider both the additional membership of four non-councillors and staffing.  Cllr Woakes 
suggested applicants who had unsuccessfully applied for the vacancy for the council’s deputy clerk might be re-
considered as NDPI clerical assistant. 
 



201/22: Playground endorsement request: Council had received a request to support a residents’ bid to gain 
grant funding and install a new playground next to Minchinhampton Youth Centre.  The backing was widely 
supported and it was agreed chair Cllr Hurst would send an appropriate endorsement. 
 
202/22: Reports: a) Graziers’ meeting – The council’s representative on the Minchinhampton and 
Rodborough Graziers’ Committee Cllr Schwartz’ report was circulated and is available on request from the 
clerk.  Included were references to hayward Mark Dawkins’ succession, opposition to a celebratory bonfire on 
the Great Park, and flailbot funding.  Additionally a meeting was planned about a SUDS - Sustainable Drainage 
Scheme – for the Nailsworth “W” road; b) Minchinhampton CAN – The Minchinhampton Climate Action 
Network representative Cllr Reid was unable to be present so this update was postponed; c) Highways 
meeting – Cllr Schwartz’ report concerning progress re: signs, roadworks’ repairs, traffic regulation orders, and 
similar had been circulated and is available on request from the clerk; d) Commons’ seats – A former locum 
assistant clerk’s update on the situation with the seats, which are on National Trust Minchinhampton Commons’ 
land, had been circulated and is available on request from the clerk.  It drew attention to the NT’s conditions for 
repairs/replacements of any of the 82 seats by the council, and to a family’s wishes for a bench in memory of 
their daughter.  The council had at some distant time become responsible for seats’ maintenance and had more 
recently planned to maintain six a year until the NT conditions proved too restrictive. At neighbouring 
Rodborough Common the NT still cared for seats, Cllr Schwartz pointed out, before Cllr Ford said he believed it 
was 1998 when the transfer to the council had occurred.  Debate ensued until Cllr Ford’s proposal that the 
seats be returned to the care of the NT was widely supported.   
 
203/22: Clerk’s report: A local authority governor was being sought for Brimscombe School by local 
Gloucestershire County Cllr Chloe Turner who was happy to receive nominations. 
Stroud District Council had asked MPC for its view on the proposed street name Wimberley Park for the 
residential development at the former business estate in Brimscombe. Councillors preferred Wimberley Mill. 
The clerk would advise SDC. 
Nailsworth Town Council was continuing plans for modest celebrations of town crier Tony Evans’ 30th 
anniversary in the role, which he shares with Minchinhampton, and which MPC had already agreed to support 
A second, March, edition of the revived, but all digital, Tom Long’s Post newsletter was underway. However so 
far only one e-subscriber had signed up to receive it leading to concerns that further effort needed to be 
directed towards its promotion.  Staff were assessing “hits” via Facebook, Minchinhampton Life etc. Members 
were therefore asked to consider temporarily printing physical copies for distribution through schools, pubs, 
popular cafes, the library and similar larger venues for perhaps six months in order to spread word of its 
relaunch.  A strong message could be trailed in each edition advertising the future change to all digital. A 
printers’ estimate showed £110 for 500 copies and £135 for 800, plus VAT, per month. Discussion that followed 
included both strong support for, and strong opposition to, the newsletter.  Debate concluded with a decision to 
produce e-only newsletters for March and April and to then review the situation.  
 
204/22: Items for future discussion: Future venue(s) for council meetings; Minchinhampton and Rodborough 
Commons’ Advisory Committee report. 
 
The meeting ended just before 8.45pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………….. Date:………………………….. 


