
MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 25th April, 2022, 

at 7.00pm at Minchinhampton Baptist Church office, Tetbury Street. 
 

001/2022: Present:  Cllrs N. Hurst (chair), M. Allen, A. Bathe,  J. Coubrough, G. Ford, P. Howarth, C. 

Morriss, A .Mylechreest, A. Nicholls, L. Reid, P. Schwartz, L. Woakes, Gloucestershire County and 

Stroud District Cllr C. Turner, the clerk. 

002/22: Apologies: Cllrs S. Hemmings, S. Waddington, Gloucestershire County Cllr S. Robinson. 

003/22: Public questions/participation: None. 

004/22: Declarations of interest/requests for dispensations: None. 

005/22: Minutes: The minutes of the council meeting held on 28th March, 2022, were proposed by Cllr 

Morriss, widely seconded, and approved. 

006/22: Planning minutes: The minutes of the Planning Committee held on 11th April, 2022, were 

received only for information. 

007/22: County and district councillors’ reports: Cllr Turner drew attention to an extension to the 

consultation period for the Stroud District Council canal strategy which was mentioned in her submitted 

update (which is available on request from the clerk).  SDC officers were very busy conducting checks 

on host homes for Ukrainian people, as was the Gloucestershire County Council.  

Stroud District Cllr Hurst highlighted a forthcoming SDC debate on removal of the “Black Boy’s Clock”. 

008/22: Financial matters: a) PWLB – The annual financial year end (31st March, 2022) Public Works 

Loan Board statement showed that outstanding on the council’s Trap House offices was £24,489.66. 

Cllr Hurst reported he had looked at repaying the balance but that penalties for so doing currently 

remained too high; b) Appointment of council RFO – The clerk as current Responsible Financial 

Officer for the council requested the transfer of the role to the deputy clerk who had undertaken recent 

bookkeeping and other financial recording tasks.  The appointment was proposed by Cllr Nicholls, 

seconded by Cllr Morriss and agreed. 

009/22: Appointment of council solicitors: The meeting agreed in principle to the appointment of a 

solicitors, initially to deal with three leases that were urgently required - for the temporary rental of the 

Vestry Room,  Five Valley Sounds’ share of The Trap House, and Amberley Playground – after the 

retirement and unavailability of legal advisers previously used by the council. One company that had 

expressed interest would be approached. 

010/22: Amberley Playground draft lease:  The draft of a lease offered by Gloucester Diocese and  

Amberley Parochial Church Council had been circulated. It was for the council to take over running, and 

potentially invest in, the Amberley Playground for initially 10 years. Comments on the draft were also 

received, from the chair of the current Amberley Playground Management Committee. The council’s 

solicitors, once appointed, would be asked to deal with the matter. 



011/22: Jim Gregory Award: Nominations from the public for this award were due to close on 28th 

April, 2022. It would be presented, after a two year gap due to Covid, at the Annual Parish Meeting on 

16th May, 2022. Cllrs Hurst, Reid and Coubrough volunteered to make up the judging panel. 

012/22: Update of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations: This item was adjourned. 

013/22: Friday Street car park proposal: Cllr Hurst reported he had met with a representative of 

Stroud District Council, which owned and operated the car park, after which he had been told SDC 

were not interested in investing in reordering the site. It was taken that his approach had been made as 

an SDC member since the parish council had not recently discussed and sanctioned investigation of his 

idea. Debate developed during which members suggested that the car park was currently always full; 

they might prefer it to not be used solely by residents; and that electric vehicle charging points should 

be a consideration in any future changes. The matter would be considered again at a future meeting. 

014/22: Reports: a) Minchinhampton CAN – Cllr Reid reported that the next Minchinhampton Climate 

Action Network meeting was scheduled for 8th May, 2022;  b) Graziers – Cllr Schwartz’ report, which 

had been circulated and is available on request from the clerk, highlighted that as the commons’ 

grazing season approached the number of cattle due to be freed for the summer looked encouraging, 

although many still had further TB tests to undergo before release. The use elsewhere of boundary 

collars had been investigated, funding had been sought for a remote control bank mower, there had 

been concerns about rugby club mowing and parking on the common, and discussion about change to 

the Environmental Land Management Scheme; c) MARCAC – Cllr Schwartz reported the return of 

maintenance of commons’ benches to the National Trust from the parish council. Her full report had 

been circulated and is available on request from the clerk. The Minchinhampton and Rodborough 

Commons Advisory Committee had learned of the installation of new signs by the NT to deter parking 

on sensitive areas of the commons.  There would also be a trial of leafleting inappropriately parked 

vehicles; d)  Allotments:  Cllr Morriss’ latest inspection had found 90 per cent of plots off Tetbury 

Street were maintained to a good or very good standard with only around half a dozen in a poor state. 

Three were tenanted by people out of parish which might be dealt with during the autumn renewals.  

Cllr Coubrough presented a report that proposed a fourth water tank on the allotments at an estimated 

cost of £374 which was agreed. Debate followed including of the style and height if rainwater butts were 

permitted on the site which would be considered at a later meeting.  

015/22: Clerk’s report: The council’s Tom Long’s Post monthly newsletter had been produced three 

times in an “e” only version – in February, March and April - after its re-start in 2022 following Covid. So 

far there were10 registered “e” subscribers compared to the 1,661 printed copies which were formerly 

produced and circulated by volunteers. In February 2022 there were 295 on-line viewings, in March 

232, and in April 191. Representations had been received from both Stuart Court and Beeches Park 

where residents had requested printed copies. Councillors presented views both for and against 

printing before members decided on a trial of 100 printed copies a month for people to collect from The 

Trap House, increased by 50 a month if proven required.  

Payments list: 

Softlink Computer  Systems Ltd   Splashtop sub, projector and screen, 

                                                                  Microsoft fee     £1,106.71 

T. Kirby     Renovate Trap House sign   £57.00 



J. Barber    Printer toner, Eye wash (First Aid)  £35.74 

Minch Baptist Church   Hall hire     £20.00 

Staffing     Salaries      £2,858.08 

S. Hemmings    Zoom      £14.39 

Glos County Council   Allotments rent     £225.00 

IAC Audit    Internal audit     £462.00 

A. Bullock    Office cleaning     £54.00 

S. Hemmings    IT cables     £32.00 

 

016/22: Councillors’ items for future discussion: Allotments, graziers/Marking Day. 

017/22: Confidential item: In the event the matter tabled as confidential offered no reason for 

discretion and was therefore dealt with in open session.  Cllr Hurst reported that unnamed residents 

wished to leave their estate to the council at some unspecified date in the future. The clerk would 

investigate the process(es) that might be required.   

The meeting closed at 8.25pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed: …………………………………………………………………. Date:………………………………….. 


