
MINCHINHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on Monday, 19th March, 2018 at the Trap House. 
The start scheduled for 7pm was postponed until 7.30pm to enable the meeting to be quorate. 
 
99: Present: Cllrs N. Hurst (chair), G. Ford, A. Mylechreest, the clerk. In attendance Cllr J. Williams. 

100: Apologies: Cllrs P. Callaghan-Wright, S. Hemmings, R. Nicholas. 

101: Public questions/participation: There were none. 

102: Declarations of interest/requests for dispensations: None. 

103: Minutes: The minutes of the Finance Committee held on 15th January, 2018, were approved as a correct 

record and signed. 

104: Vosper legacy re-investment: After discussion it was agreed the Royal Bank of Scotland investment, due 

to mature on 21st March, 2018 at around £14,115.24, would be re-invested but that an alternative would be 

researched in the autumn ready for the next maturity in March 2019. 

105: Updates on: a) Vestry cottage lease – Solicitors had now been asked to finalise the new lease between 

the parish council, the Gloucester Diocesan Trust Ltd and the Minchinhampton Parochial Church Council. After 

protracted discussions Minchinhampton Parochial Church Council, which used the cottage as its verger’s 

accommodation, had agreed a new nine year lease starting January 1st, 2018, at £650 per calendar month, with 

rent reviews every three years. Last committee had given them the choice of RPI or an independent estate 

agent for these reviews and the PCC had now chosen RPI.  Both the PCC and parish council have said they 

would also be grateful for a new much simpler lease going forward and so the council’s solicitors have been 

instructed accordingly. The PCC would then sign, followed by the Diocese, and finally MPC; b) Orchard Lane, 

Brimscombe, play area – During renewal of the lease for this play area from SDC it had emerged that MPC 

was responsible for several large mature trees on the boundary marked C to D on the lease map. One of those 

trees, a Norway Maple, was highlighted by SDC as in need of felling ASAP, at a cost of £3,800 ex-VAT to be 

paid by the parish, due to the risk of it falling onto the play area. An alternative quotation had been obtained by 

the parish but was no cheaper. It was agreed to seek further alternative quotes and to place the matter before 

the forthcoming full council with the SDC being advised to await that full council’s decision. A local company 

was also providing a quote for a Visual Tree Assessment which would inform the parish council abut further 

future tree works that might also be needed on boundary C to D. Cllr Williams and the clerk had further 

identified the need for other works to bring the play area up to standard: a broken bench needed removing, both 

gates required mending and securing, further shrubs and bushes needed cutting back/removing, and three new 

notices were required. Pictures were screened to show for the current state of the play area and tree(s). 

 

107: Clerk/RFO’s report: a) Financial software - The committee chairman, clerk and assistant clerk had 

undergone a six hour training in the use of the council’s new Edge IT financial software.  During the session, 

delivered by Edge at The Trap House, it became clear that not only would the council be able to begin the 

financial year 2018-19 on the new system but also that the 2017-18 year end would most probably be 

completed on it as well. b) Bank reconciliation – The reconciliation at the end of February showed a balance 

of £50,517.01 which was £36,563.16 when the ring fenced Vosper investment was deducted. 



108. Grant requests: a) Minchinhampton Scouts – A request for funding totalling £213.15 for an expedition 

to Cardiff was not supported. The applicants would however be advised to apply instead to the Stroud and 

Rodborough United Charity, the Minchinhampton United Charity, Minchinhampton educational foundation and 

the Pash legacy; b) Allsorts toy library –  The committee was  unable to help the request for funding towards 

a new activity centre and staff offices at fresh premises in Stroud. The charity would be advised to instead 

approach the Stroud and Rodborough Educational Foundation. 

The meeting closed at 8.25pm. 

 

 

Signed: …………………………………………………………… Date: ……………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


